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Above, moving picket of demonstrators circulates 
in front of the London residence of Home Secre- 
tary Roy Jenkins (33 Ladbroke Square, W11) last 
Sunday. The demonstration was held in order to 
urge Mr Jenkins to recommend that the Royal 
prerogative of mercy be exercised in respect of 
the sentences imposed on Terry Chandler, Mike 
Randle, and Del Foley for their part in the Greek 
Embassy invasion in April. Andrew Papworth, 
Mike Rustin, and Ernest Rodker, who organised 
Sunday’s demonstration, had received a letter 
from Mr Jenkins earlier in the week saying that 
he would not be present, and that constitutionally 
there was nothing that he could do to mitigate 
the sentences (which is not true). About 50 people 
took part in the picket, which began at Notting 
Hill tube station and then moved to Ladbroke 
Square, lasting from noon to 2 pm. The demon- 
strators agreed at a meeting afterwards to con- 
tinue the picket each Sunday till Christmas, in the 
determination to confront Mr Jenkins sooner or 
later. This Sunday it will begin at noon at the 
Greek Embassy in Upper Brook Street, and con- 
tinue to Ladbroke Square via Speakers Corner in 
Hyde Park. 


VISIT TO JENKINS 


LEAFLET BLITZ ON US BASES 


Between thirty and forty people will be visiting 
American military bases throughout Britain 
this weekend to give out the War Resisters’ In- 
ternational leaflet, ‘‘To American Servicemen 
in Kurope”’. Also, on Saturday, at the head- 
quarters of the USAF in Britain at Ruislip, a 
small group of Christians will be staging an 
act of “holy disobedience”... “ to personally 
confront the consciences of the men who are 
directly or potentially fighting the war in Viet- 
nam.” 


The London Committee of 100, which lis co- 
ordinating the leafieting of US bases, has issued 
a list of the bases grouped by geographical 
area. It is thought that the possibilities of a 
confrontation with police, which might prevent 
leafleters from getting near the servicemen’s 
married quarters, will be minimised if drivers 
make up their own minds as to which base to 
head for. Alternatively, all the bases will have 
to be guarded by police this weekend. 

The incomplete list of US bases is this: 


EAST ANGLIA 

North-west Suffolk (north of Newmarket): 
Mildenhall, Lakenheath 

Elsewhere in Suffolk: Bentwaters, Woodbridge 

North Huntingdon: Alconbury 

Bedfordshire: Chicksands, Chelveston 

Essex: Wethersfield 


MIDDLESEX 
Ruislip 


Whose lousy pound? 


The present economic crisis has thrown the empti- 
ness of official policy into sharp relief. The temp- 
tation to treat the whole business as very crude 
comedy (The Decline and Fall of the Wilson Em- 
pire) would be irresistible, were it not for the 
gravity of the situation: the total programmatic 
bankruptcy of consensus politics and the “liberal” 
economics of State capitalism. In the case of the 
Wilson Administration, this crashing failure 
stems not so much from any fundamental wicked- 
ness of motive (which would be understandable 
with the- Tories) as from sheer stupidity, or, in 
other words, from surviving for so long without 
ideas that the technique and habit of thinking 
about basic problems are threatening to become 
relics of some bygone age. 

Reactionary economic theorists used to teach that 
there was such a thing as the business cycle, that 
it was inherent and ‘inevitable, that periods of ra- 
pid growth and expansion had necessarily to be 
followed by stagnation and depression, and that 
the maintenance of economic stability was not 
possible without the presence of a large pool of 
unemployed people. In the last few weeks, the 
government’s thinking seems not to have advan- 
ced very far beyond these barbaric propositions. 
Its measures of devaluation by 15%, an interna- 
tional stand-by credit of $3,000 million, Bank 
Rate set at the highest level for decades, reduc- 
tions in government spending, increased restric- 
tions on hire purchase, and the clamp-down on 
wage claims, are all examples of last-ditch emer- 


OXFORDSHIRE AND SURROUNDS 

West Oxon and Gloucestershire: Fairford 
(near Burford), Brize Norton (near Witney) 

North Oxon: Upper Heyford, and one other 
near Bicester 

Berkshire and South Oxon: Greenham Com- 
mon (near Newbury), Welford and one other 
near Wallingford 


YORKSHIRE 
near Harrogate. 


The weekend’s activities will not, of course, be 
world-shattering, but they mark an important 
shift in the attitude of anti-Vietnam war cam- 
paigners in this country. The emphasis is on 
looking for British involvements in the Viet- 
nam war and concentrating directly on them. 
Specifically, the leafleting action shows solidari- 
ty with others throughout Europe who face 
possible prosecution for inciting US servicemen 
to desert, and demonstrates a willingness in 
this country to follow through the logic of call- 
ing for American withdrawal from Vietnam by 
helping US servicemen directly to resist the 
war. Or, as the leaflet of the Christian group 
puts it, “We go to affirm that every one of us 
is in some way responsible for this war and, 
more ‘important, every one of us can in some 
way resist it.” 

We may hope that these small beginnings mark 
the direction for a serious effort from the anti- 
war movement in this country. 


gency measures designed to cushion the business 
cycle in order to avoid our own domestic version 
of Wall Street 1929. 

The likelihood is that they will not work, and 
that we are headed for even worse trouble. George 
Woodcock, no radical, was nearer the real truth 
last weekend, when he used the phrase “ palliative 
panaceas’’. Prices will spiral, hitting those who 
can least afford it; housing, education, and health 
services, already in a sorry state, will suffer even 
more; though Callaghan and Wilson are relying 
on next month’s figures to show an improvement 
in the jobs situation, it seems probable that unem- 
ployment will in fact worsen throughout the win- 
ter months, contrary to their claims, and so on. 

In point of fact, the government has sold out 
(completely this time) to the central European 
bankers and the financiers on the international 
money market. When the Cabinet claims that it 
has been defending the pound these past few 
weeks, it is not telling lies; the question is, whose 
pound? Whose pound is being protected by crip- 
pling devaluation, international loans, support of 
the American war in Vietnam, East of Suez poli- 
cies, mammoth ‘“ defence” expenditure (the 
proposed 5% cut is derisory and insulting), wage 
restraint, higher levels of intentional unemploy- 
ment, economic squeeze, neglect of the public 
growth sector, and so forth? Yours? Mine? Or the 
international bankers’? 


continued on page 4 


Australia bans Vietnam aid 


An Australian correspondent writes: The Austra- 
lian government has taken yet another step in its 
right-wing crusade with the introduction of legis- 
lation aimed at compelling patriotism for the 
Vietnam war. 


The government has outlawed the sending of aid 
to North Vietnam and the National Liberation 
Front and imposed ruthless penalties: individuals 
convicted under the Defence Protection Act can 
be put behind bars for two years and fined 2,000 
dollars. 


The government took the unprecedented action of 
interrupting the Budget Debate in the House of 
Representatives to push ‘through the legislation. 
Its introduction followed reports that Australia’s 
swelling anti-Vietnam movement ‘intended send- 
ing medical aid ‘and funds to the Viet Cong. 


The Prime Minister, Mr Harold Holt, clearly had 
two objectives in enacting this legislation. His 
primary motives were cheap and cynical; he des- 
perately wanted to win the Capricornia by-election 
in Queensland and the tired Tory tactic of whip- 


ping up the red bogey seemed as available as 
ever. 

He and his Cabinet embarked on a furious series 
of public statements, talking about the traitors at 
home who were undermining the confidence and 
dedication of the Aussie diggers in Phuoc Tuy 
Province. 

There were dark whispers that the government 
“would act”. But as not a single penny of aid had 
yet been sent to the Viet Cong or Hanoi, most 
people gave it all a big yawn. 

The more important, long-term significance of the 
Act is that it is a clear ‘indication of the right- 
wing lunatic fringe who are steering Australia’s 
political course. 

It is now clear that the Act was a brainchild of 
the Democratic Labour Party, tthe Catholic break- 
away group of the Australian Labour Party. 

This is not the first time Holt has been manoeuv- 
red by the DLP. This same party ensured that 
Australia opened formal diplomatic relations with 
Formosa last year. 


continued on page 9 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 


Defence Force Protection Act 1967 


No. 57 of 1967 


AN ACT 


For the Protection of the Defence Force in respect 
of its Operations in or near Viet-Nam. 


[Assented to 9 September 1967} 
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Revolution and violence 


Aidan Foster-Carter’s further letter 
(‘ Revolution and Violence”, Novem- 
ber 10) has put an unerring finger on 
the most painful spot of all. Nearly 
always it has appeared that force 
brings a definite and quick result. Yet 
the very action of violence is to set in 
motion a counter-violence. Perhaps 
the most recent example of this is the 
Israeli war against the Arabs, where 
dazzling military success has made a 
negotiated settlement virtually impos- 
sible. 

Gandhi clearly stated that if resis- 
tance could not be offered in the new 
way, then it should be done in the old 
way, rather than exhibit cowardice or 
passivity. Non-violent resistance is an 
active resistance, and cannot be wish- 
ed on people. It can only be practised 
by those who are convinced. It would 
be no part of such an attitude to ex- 
hort oppressed people to put up with 
the status quo. 

Now it is surely true that it requires 
a great deal of training and prepara- 
tion to turn a man or woman into a 
disciplined and predictable killer. It 
may take the same care to prepare 
ourselves for non-violent action» But 
the key difference seems to be that 
one is trained to inflict suffering or 
death on the other person, while the 
non-violent person agrees to endure it 
himself. The object of the one is the 
elimination of an opponent. The ob- 
ject of the other is the turning of an 
enemy into a friend. 

The non-violent person respects law, 
and will suffer even under bad laws 
in order to exert his effect. Thus it is 
no part of our approach to attack or 
obstruct policemen, for we wish to 
bring them to our viewpoint. Martin 
Jezer’s report (November 3) on the 
confrontations round the Pentagon in 
recent demonstrations showed what 
can happen when human beings meet 
face to face. 

In my own field of work, the psychi- 
atric one, we are struggling to identi- 
fy and eliminate occasions of violence. 
We see how it nearly always springs 
out of fear, and feelings of insecurity. 
When Gandhi said that the English- 
man must feel absolutely safe in In- 
dia, he was not mistaken for an im- 
perialistic lackey. He was stating a 
precise condition for his struggle ag- 
ainst British imperialism. This is 
quite contrary to the guerrilla ap- 
proach, where no one is able to feel 


safe. 

I feel sure that these are the lines of 
investigation which must be pursued, 
but there will be no magic solutions. 
W. H. Allchin, 

66 Old Kennels Lane, 

Olivers Battery, 

Winchester. 


The dispute in your correspendence 
columns on the validity of pacifism in 
all circumstances is a very hardy an- 
nual in pacifist literature, and we 
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never of vegetarians, 


must be grateful to Aidan Foster- 
Carter for phrasing it so frankly and 
clearly (“ Revolution and Violence ”’, 
November 10). 


The crux of his case is contained in 
two consecutive sentences: 
“Surely the whole point of being a 
pacifist is always to have faith that 
in any situation there is a poten- 
tial alternative to violence, and to 
seek urgently to discover that alter- 
native. For my own part, it was my 
increasing conviction that in cer- 
tain circumstances there just isn’t a 
non-violent solution which has led 
me to reject absolute pacifism.” 
One must be very dense not to see 
that'there are indeed many occasions 
where there may be no alternative to 
violence. No pacifist would be so in- 
ept, I hope, as not to seek by violent 
means to prevent a madman machine- 
gunning a playground full of child- 
ren, if he could see that non-violent 
means of dissuasion were likely to be 
of no avail. 
I am well aware there is a school of 
thought which assumes that if paci- 
fists concede such a point, then they 
have sold the pass on the entire paci- 
fist case. This of course iis to overlook 
that pacifism is not an arbitrary prin- 
ciple of conduct in a state of rigor 
mortis, so much as an imperfectly 
grasped, or realised, way of life, the 
primary concern of which is to pro- 
mote the sanctity of life litself. 
If, by giving the gunman a black eye, 
I can succeed in disarming him and 
rescuing ‘the children from danger, I 
would feel that I had done no more 
than a perfectly obvious duty. But if 
my action were dictated not by con- 
cern for the children and the gunman, 
but by feelings of anger and aggres- 
sion, \I would feel that I had not be- 
haved like a pacifist. 
“Ah well,” ‘it will be said, ‘“ then 
what would you have done about the 
Nazis in 1939, would you have fought 
them?” This question has caused me 
many sleepless nights, for it was in 
fact a choice that I had to make. I 
was not a pacifist then, and I did de- 
cide to enlist in the armed forces. 
“But, ”’ some will insist, ‘would you 
have fought the Nazis in 1939 if you 
had been a pacifist? ” 
My answer is yes. I would have used 
force to prevent an obvious psychotic 
sending six million people into gas 
chambers, and my view of the correct- 
ness of my choice is strengthened by 
the knowledge not only of what the 
Nazis had done before September 
1939, but by the fact that enormous 
gas chambers were still being built 
when the so-called allied armies were 
pressing across Europe in 1944. The 
new linstallations, according to docu- 
ments captured at the time, were for 
the express purpose of wiping out en- 
tire ethnic groups whose ancestry was 
regarded as inadequately Nordic. (I 
recall that the Belgians and the 
Czechs among others were to be com- 
pletely exterminated.) 
I think that today the vast majority 
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of Germans are glad not to be sad- 
dled with a scale of genocide far in 
excess of even that which was in fact 
done in their name. And I am still 
glad that I wore a military uniform 
for several years as part of a drive to 
prevent lit. 

But I am ashamed beyond measure 
that my service was used in such 
morally squalid ways. Even then, as 
a non-pacifist I could see the mon- 
strousness of the slogan “ uncondi- 
ional surrender”. I was less politi- 
cally alert at that time, but if I ever 
found myself in the same position 
again I should urge that though we 
must fight, we must fight to prevent 
Hitler’s continued oppression of his 
own and other people, that we were 
fighting for the Germans because, 
given the situation that they and we 
were in, there was no other way we 
could help them. That seems to me to 
be a reasonable pacifist approach ‘to 
that problem. 

I think that not to resort to violence 
when all else fails in obedience to a 
principle enjoining respect for life, 
when the result of such a refusal may 
well be the murder of millions and 
millions of people, is indeed to sacri- 
fice the lamb of principle on the altar 
of sectarian rigidity. 

In case it should be thought that I am 
seeking to stand pacifism on its head 
and merely get the best of both 
worlds, J had better make it clear 'that 
I regard the instances quoted above 
as being quite exceptional. They are 
in fact exceptions that clarify and 
support the rule. I am not sure, in 
any case, whether World War II was 
perhaps the last one ‘that could pre- 
sent pacifists with the luxury of a 
moral choice. Even that choice was a 
dreadfully ambiguous one, and even 
if one chose to fight, one’s declared 
option was used to perpetrate the 
horrors of mass bombing of German 
cities and the dropping of atomic 
bombs on Japan. 

In choosing to fight I was, like many 
others, unconsciously taking a gam- 
ble that Hitler could be stopped be- 
fore he destroyed civilisation, and 
stopped with means that might des- 
troy civilisation in the long run any- 
way. Though Hitler was defeated, it is 
still too early to say whether that 
gamble has come off. 

Pacifists do their cause no good by 
assuming that there are not enormous 
difficulties in deciding where one’s 
duty as a pacifist lies. There are no 
straight lines in nature and there are 
none in life, nor is it possible to ap- 
ply even the finest and abiding prin- 
ciples with the mathematical exacti- 
tude of a computer, or in ways that 
do not call on such reserves of wis- 
dom and compassion as we may pos- 
sess. To take these difficulties, as Ai- 
dan Foster-Carter appears to, as a 
cue to desert the pacifist approach 
altogether, does not seem to me to be 
a sound step. The core of each of us 
is a battleground of love and hate; 
the important thing is surely to be 
firm in our affirmation of love, and to 
seek to apply always that affirmation 
wherever it may lead us. 

John Papworth, 

22 Nevern Rd, London SW3. 


Demonstration works! 


As Peace News (November 10) so 
beautifully put lit: ‘“ Demonstration 
works! ”’. 

We knew that the Polaris launching 
was a very delicate matter of timing, 
but to set an aim for a demonstration 
and to see it actually work out are 
very rarely the same thing. We knew 
that if we could delay the launch or 
block the lock gates for a matter of 
about twenty minutes, then there was 
an excellent chance of HMS Repul- 
sive going aground in the mud of 
Walney Channel. 


In the event, however, we didn’t need 
to ask people: to lie across the lock 
gates: which was fortunate, as they 
were guarded by police with dogs. 
The demonstration outside the ship- 
yard was enough. We never even saw 
the submarine, but our bodies in 
Bridge Road obstructed the launch 
just as surely as if we had been sitting 
on the slipway itself. 

The national press may have believed 
the official story about sudden gusts 
of wind and pieces of driftwood, but 
the people of Barrow didn’t. Even 
one of ‘the Vickers Armstrong board 
called the stranded submarine an em- 
barrasment, and said that it was the 
first time this had happened “in a 
hundred years of shipbuilding ”. 
After Barrow, what? In early 1968, 
the fourth of Britain’s Polaris sub- 
marines will be launched at Birken- 
head. Its tactical aim tis best indicated 
by its name: Revenge. The 1967 Cri- 
minal Justice Act comes into force on 
January 1, 1968, increasing the penal- 
ties for the usual demonstration of- 
fences to an almost prohibitive maxi- 
mum. One wonders whether it’s worth 
it; but I guess that’s what they want 
us to wonder. 

Everyone on the Polaris Action mail- 
ing list will be contacted before we 
decide on the form of any action at 
Birkenhead; but ideas from anybody 
will be welcome. However, if we go 
ahead with civil disobedience again, 
then let it be as Bob Overy has sug- 
gested, massive. At Birkenhead in 
February there were thirty of us; at 
Barrow, about one hundred. Next 
spring can there be enough of us to, 
literally, fill the jails? 

Tony Hetherington, 

Polaris Action, 

47 Teilo St, Liverpool 8. 


We now have the names of the 31 ar- 
rested at Barrow and fined £2: Ronald 
Sinclair, David Platt, Alan Harrison, 
Philip Spencer, Martin Walters, Chris 
Reeve, Edward Boulden, Paul Good- 
win, Jim Deady, Tom Clay, Bob 
Yorke, David Gillet, Andrew Pap- 
worth, Stephen Savory, Bernard 
Knox, Richard Cheney, Chris Weeks, 
Ronald Sampson, Tony Hetherington, 
John Papworth, Christine Burnside, 
Eileen Simmons, William Turvey, 
Laurens Otter, Tim Platt, Alan Bar- 
ton, Kenneth Marsden, Bob Overy, 
Roger Hewish, Christine Houghton, 
Robert Harris. - Eds. 


Real time 


“ After all, if we British, guardians of 
real time, do not live by it, then who 
will? ” asks John Ball. The answer jis 
the Portuguese, Moroccans, Senegal- 
ese, Gambians, Guineans and Ghana- 
ians. To say nothing of the inhabitants 
of Mauritania, Mali, Niger, Sierra 
Leone, the Ivory Coast and the Upper 
Volta. In short, GMT could now be 
known as Gao Mean Time. (Gao is a 
town on the Niger ‘in Mali, whose 
longitude is 0°.) 

C. J. Weeks, 

2a Harrowden Road, 

Doncaster, Yorks. 
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George Buchanan 


The politics 
of culture 


““neaceful coexistence”? has quite 

ne sound, we oughtn’t to be taken 
in by it. It really means that the Big 
Two, while trying to avoid a direct 
war with one another, have in no way 
renounced sly military adventures on 
the side. The struggle between them 
may have been cooled a little, but it 
has not by any means been abandon- 
ed or transformed into positive co- 
operation. 
Peaceful coexistence is therefore a 
politics in which peace is seen merely 
as a means, not as an end. It repre- 
sents nothing progressive; it ‘is con- 
servative power-politics keeping on 
its usual way, though more guarded 
about resort to general war. 


An analysis and exposure of ‘“ peace- 
ful coexistence ” form the main theme 
of the new number of Comprendre 29- 
30,* tthe review of the European Soci- 
ety of Culture (known as SEC) whose 
headquarters are in Venice. This soci- 
ety is the principal exponent of the 
“nolitics of culture’; and it is in the 
name of the politics of culture that 
peaceful coexistence comes ‘in for a 
severe scrutiny, above all by Umberto 
Campagnolo, who might be described 
as the Lenin of a potential cultural 
revolution in international relations. 


This ‘‘ politics of culture ” puts its re- 
Hance on the universal solidarity of 
all culture. The growing importance 
of culture throughout the world car- 
ries with it an implied and growing 
unity among the peoples of the world, 
a unity which is only hindered by the 
continued contradictions of national 
States. The power-politics of such 
States, Campagnolo argues, is already 
in disrepute among enlightened popu- 
lations and, of course, among enlight- 
ened men of culture. As we can see, 
it is often bolstered by backward- 
looking military groups who are in 
plain conflict with the best desires of 
their own peoples. 


The politics of culture is therefore an 
anti-State attitude; it aims to trans- 
cend the usual politics, and, if all goes 
well, may indeed succeed them. Cam- 
pagnolo records his conviction 


“that humanity sees the opening 
of perspectives basically different 
from those of ‘traditional politics, 
and consequently that ‘international 
relations must be studied under an 
angle without precedent in history.” 


It is, in effect, a revolt led by the ‘in- 
telligentsia, and so it is naturally con- 
demned (a) by those who despise cul- 
ture, or (b) by men of culture who 
regard their own influence as negli- 
gible. This latter attitude has often 
been held by British intellectuals, a 
few of whom at SEC Congresses keep 
asking for “‘ something concrete ”, be- 
ing themselves unable to believe in 
the power of ideas. 


Certainly, an idea may need a con- 
crete expression, but the concrete is 
meaningless till it is impregnated 
with an idea. You cannot have a pro- 
gramme till you have an intention. A 
programme cannot precede ‘an inten- 
tion. The ‘ politics of culture ” ‘is pri- 
marily concerned with intentions, and 
well-thought-out intentions too, the 
full programming of which is still to 
come. Campagnolo adds: 


“The politics of culture must not 
be confused with ‘ pacifism ’, essen- 
tially apolitical, for which peace is 
a sort of object ‘in ‘itself, that one 
can look for and pick like a flower, 
directly, whereas for the politics of 
culture, peace derives from an or- 
der of universal law: it has, as 
Kant might say, something of the 
perfume of justice.” 


** COMPRENDRE: Revue de Politique de la 
Culture, 29-30.’ (Piazza san Marco 52, Venice.) 


CHRIS WEEKS 
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Don Lorenzo Milani 


Don Lorenzo Milani died on June 26 
this year at the age of 44. He was or- 
dained in 1947, and from 1955 he had 
been parish priest at Barbiana, a re- 
mote mountain village near Florence. 
He was sent to Barbiana because of 
his political outspokenness, which 
more than once had caused distress 
to his ecclesiastical superiors. 


His death has received scant notice 
here, though he will be remembered 
for his courageous stand for the right 
of conscientious objection in Italy, 
and for his attack on certain Army 
chaplains which brought him to 'trial. 
But Milani’s main concern was for the 
school which he had founded at Bar- 
biana. 

When he arrived at Barbiana, a parish 
of 42 souls, there was only an ele- 
mentary school which catered for 
grades I to V ‘in one schoolroom. It 
was then that he decided to devote 
his ministry to the education of child- 
ren. He opened a “scuola populaire ” 
to which any child could come free of 
charge. 


Most of his pupils were from the 
neighbouring town, and they were of- 
ten pupils who had failed in their 
secondary courses. He made demands 
on his pupils that we would regard 
as harsh. The boys (a few girls en- 
listed later) had to attend on every 
day of ‘the year, and besides academic 
work they were expected to do physi- 
cal work. They built their own swim- 
ming ‘pool and a car park for visitors, 
of which there were many, especially 
on Sundays. 


The curriculum of the school was a 
reflection of Milani’s philosophy. He 
laid great stress on the humanities, 
panpeuarly on a singular reading of 
‘istory ‘that dealt particularly with 
men of peace (the life of Ghandi, for 
example), and on languages. When 
old enough, the boys were sent abroad 


with money from sympathisers. Many 
in this country have received these 
boys ‘into their homes or helped them 
to find temporary employment. On 
meeting them, one was struck by their 
maturity and their knowledge and un- 
derstanding of the peace movement 
throughout the world. 


In February 1965, Milani wrote his 
famous letter to the military chap- 
lains for which he was later indicted 
for incitement to indiscipline and de- 
sertion. In his defence plea he ex- 
plained the provocation. He was wor- 
king with his pupils when a friend 
called in and showed him a news- 
paper cutting of a communique by the 
Retired Military Chaplains of Tus- 
cany. In the text of the communique, 
conscientious objection was referred 
to as an “expression of cowardice”. 
In his defence statement, Milani gave 
his reaction: 


“So, there I was sitting before my 
boys, in my twofold capacity as 
teacher and priest, and they look- 
ed up to me, passion and outrage 
in their eyes. A priest who insults 
an imprisoned man is always 
wrong. Even more so ‘if he insults 
one who is in gaol for an ideal... 
I had to teach them how a citizen is 
supposed to react against iinjustice. 
How he has the freedom to speak, 
and the freedom of the press. How 
the Christian must react even ag- 
ainst the priest, even against the 
bishop if the latter errs. How each 
must feel responsible for all.” 


Milani and his boys searched ‘their 
history books for a “just war” and, 
finding none, concluded that the 31 
conscientious objectors at that time 
in prison in Italy were right and the 
military chaplains were wrong. His 
letter to the chaplains, in which he 
accused them of dereliction of their 
duty, was first circulated privately 
and then published by Rinascita, a 
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A picture redolent with symbolism. 


As the press agency caption put it: 


“ Athens: King Constantine of Greece hands over his son, the baby 
Prince Paul, to an Army Colonel in the gardens of the Tatoi Palace here 


on November 10. The occasion was the presentation of a complete 


gold 


tea set from the Armed Forces to Prince Paul, heir to the throne.” 


Communist organ, and subsequently 
by other newspapers. 


For this, Milani was indicted and 
brought to trial. Despite his illness 
(he was dying of leukemia) the pro- 
secution sought an eight months’ pri- 
son sentence. The court acquitted 
Milani, but the prosecution appealed. 
The appeal was still pending when 
Milani died. 


Milani saw peace and education as 
twin concepts. Most of his defence 
statement dealt with his philosophy 
of education. He would be pleased to 
know that the school still meets on 
Sundays, where the boys discuss their 
mutual problems and are collecting 
material from which they hope to 
write a book about their teacher. 


Brighton church 
appeal costs cut 


A correspondent writes: An epilogue 
to the Brighton church case was play- 
ed recently, when the appeal costs 
were reduced by half. 


The Brighton magistrates made no 
order for costs in the trial of the eight 
demonstrators, which was one com- 
fort. But at the end of the unsuccess- 
ful appeal to the Queen’s Bench Di- 
vision, on July 7, the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice made an order for the costs of 
the appeal to be paid by the demon- 
strators. Three months later, the soli- 
citors for the Brighton police sent in 
their bill, for £266 10s 10d. 


This bill was “taxed” (‘i.e. assessed) 
by Mr Scales in the Taxing Office of 
the Royal Courts of Justice in the 
Strand on October 30. Mr Pattinson of 
Messrs Birnberg (representing seven 
of the demonstrators) and Nicolas 
Walter (the eighth demonstrator) 
challenged several items. 


At first the bill was reduced by near- 
ly a third, the main cuts being in the 
solicitor’s charge for work on prepar- 
ing the case (from £65 to £45) and 
the barrister’s fee (from 75 to 50 
guineas). But the largest cut came a 
fortnight later when it emerged that 
the copy of the notes of evidence used 
by the barrister (which cost £48 13s 
4d) had not been specially made for 
him and was 'therefore disallowed. So 
in the end the bill was reduced by al- 
most exactly a half, to £133 7s. 


One revealing comment from the soli- 
citors for the Brighton police was that 
they had done so much work, and had 
paid the barrister so much, because 
the case was so important to them. 
Yes, indeed. 


Special offer for new readers 


6 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 
Students, 10 weeks for 5s. 


Air edition 8 weeks for 10s; US, 
6 weeks for 1 dollar. Send this 
coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N.1 (Block letters, 
please.) 


Name 


Address 


4 Peace News November 24 1967 


Whose lousy pound? 


from front page 


We cannot go on in the same old way, 
and the new way, it seems, is equally 
lousy. What to do? If the Labour 
government wanted something radi- 
cally different, and if it had some 
clear alternative economic strategy, 
we could perhaps move towards revo- 
lutionary change. At the moment, 
however, the government is in general 
acting wilfully as an historic agent for 
reorganising and adapting traditional 
British industrial capitalism and cor- 
porate monopoly in its post-imperial 
period. (The words sound dated cer- 
tainly, but when they are true they 
should not be minced.) It is still piti- 
fully captive to the voices of the old 
economic orthodoxy that is firmly en- 
trenched in the Tory Party, in finan- 
cial institutions like the Bank of 
England, in the Civil Service (most 
especially the Treasury), in the for- 
eign banks and the international cash 
nexus, in the Federation of British In- 


dustries, in the Institute of Directors, 
in the Stock Exchange and City, and 
so forth. These voices, by their nature, 
resist radical solutions, and they have 
powerful weapons at their disposal. 
They pressure the new directions in 
policy; the government tags cheerily 
along, muttering marginal comments 
and panicking at every newly manu- 
factured crisis. 


Frightened 


The shameful fact that needs to be 
faced by radicals today is that in this 
country there is virtually no frontal 
chalienge to the basic operation of 
key institutions of our society. For 
example, most of the Labour commu- 
nity has moved so far from effective 
social erticism as to deny the very ex- 
istence of power centres within our 
economic institutions, while other lib- 
erals involved in fragmented protest 
groups round issues like peace, hous- 
ing, poverty, delinquency, etc, are 


I'm afraid we'll have to lighten the load after all. 


Brixton complaints: jailed two 
challenge Lord Stonham 


Both Nic Walter and Jim Radford 
have written separate detailed replies 
to a letter from Lord Stonham’s secre- 
tary in answer to their complaints 
about conditions in Brixton prison. 
The Home Office Junior Minister ac- 
cepts in his letter only two of their 
allegations (published in Peace News, 
October 6). In their letters, both men 
complain that Lord Stonham has tried 
not to treat them seriously. ‘‘ People 
like Walter and myself,’ writes Jim 
Radford, “may by some standards be 
classed as anarchic trouble makers. 
We are not liars! My major criticism 
of you and the way in which you have 
dealt with our complaint iis that I 
think you are aware of this.” 
In his letter to the two men, who were 
jailed after the Brighton church case, 
Mr Hopper, Lord Stonham’s secretary, 
sets out to deal with each of the com- 
plaints in the order they appeared in 
* their original letter. These were con- 
cerned with officers’ behaviour, rules 
and regulations, hygeine, cleanliness, 
food, religious indoctrination, medi- 
cal treatment, education and so on. 
Mr Hopper, on the basis of a “full 
inquiry ” that Lord Stonham ordered 
at Brixton, accepts only that the food 
trays were left dirty underneath and 
that the regulations for prisoners 


were not available in the cells. Both 
complaints have been rectified. 
Dissatisfied with ‘this, Nic Walter 
writes, ““ You certainly have no right 
to reject allegations which we have 
made on the basis of personal obser- 
vation and experience without making 
a much more careful inquiry than you 
have done so far.” Jim Radford sug- 
gests that the inquiry was confined 
to prison officers and that, particular- 
ly in the question of officers’ behavi- 
our, the line of inquiry was not push- 
ed very far. 

The more blatant denials and evasions 
in the Home Office letter which the 
two men point out concern the use of 
obscene Janguage by prison officers, 
the difficulties of “ slopping-out ” pots 
of urine in the evenings, the quality 
of the food, the diligence of prison 
doctors and the procedure for return- 
ing property to prisoners on release. 


Wandsworth 


Lord Stonham’s inquiry concerned 
Brixton. In Wandsworth at present 
there are no rule cards in the cells 
and the men are not allowed to slop- 
out their urine at cocoa-time in the 
evenings. 


also not engaged in any fundamental 
critique of our present society. Their 
quarrel, or so it is implied, is with 
some thoughtless or irrational part of 
an otherwise harmonious social sys- 
tem that delivers the goods and runs 
pretty smoothly. 


In short, precisely because the struc- 
ture seems to be sound, therefore 
the foundations are rarely examined. 
By and Jarge, we have been too busy, 
too frightened, too prosperous to no- 
tice either the phoniness of what pas- 
ses for ideological and economic de- 
bate, or the fortuitous circumstances 
which have enabled us to overlook 
what really matters. 


However, there has been some re- 
cent growing awareness of certain 
rather ugly problems, and the events 
of last weekend may initiate extra in- 
sight. Hard-core poverty, usually so 
invisible, has been rediscovered, un- 
touched, it seems, by the postwar eco- 
nomic “miracle”; automation and 
uncontrolled technological innovation 
is beginning to be seen as a mixed 
blessing; the nation’s growth rate has 
been deemed to be disastrous and to 
be leading towards catastrophe; the 
spectre of permanent unemployment 
spreads steadily before our eyes, and 
is likely to prove intractable to con- 


s ventional approaches; the quality of 


urban life and culture degenerates 
more every day; there is widespread 
concern over the entrenchment of ra- 
cism; the power of the great corporate 


' complexes of government and State 


that have dominated this society and 
economy for more than 60 years con- 
tinues to increase, unchecked, unchal- 
lenged, and often virtually unnoticed; 
and there is now an amazingly infec- 
tious cynicism among people about 
the manipulation of their lives by au- 
thorities who are not even believed. 


None of these is the kind of partisan 
issue to which “Liberal” or “ La- 
bour” or “Conservative” offer any 
meaningful choices or solutions. They 
are structural in nature. They are the 
end results of a long historical process 
which is not easily understood, espec- 
jally in a culture which frowns on his- 
toricism, and they are certainly not 
amenable to political tinkering. The 
props which have served for so long 
to keep things rolling are now disap- 
pearing fast. If we can grasp the mag- 
nitude of our domestic social needs 
and economic problems, and their 
deep-rooted character, and if we can 
understand the complete failure of 
the “liberal” politics of our time to 
create an armoury of weapons to deal 
with these problems by government 
action, we shall begin to see what the 
struggle of the next decade is all 
about. That is the real lesson of last 
week’s fiasco. R.B. 


Export drive 


Gloomy days for the pound (my fav- 
ourite, far-fetched imaginary evening 
paper headline - ‘Balance of Pay- 
ments Shock Horror Drama” - nearly 
came to pass). Would it be frivolous 
and pointless to suggest you send us 
all your old pound notes? Probably. 
But, just as Chairman Harold exhorts 
us all to stabilise Sterling by export- 
ing, so we ask you to help Peace News 
solve its own Sterling (lack of) crisis 
in the same way. Anywhere outside 
5 Caledonian Road is export enough 
for us, and the wares we have to offer 
include Christmas cards (see page 
11), books, gifts, diaries, stationery. 
Your orders are a great help to Peace 
News finances; use the order form on 
our Christmas list (copies available) 
or simply write to Housmans, 5 Cale- 
donian Road, London N1. 

PETER WILLIS 


JOHN 
-BALL'S 
COLUMN 


Last week, Stansted; this week, the 
British Museum. It seems depressing: 
ly easy to find every week some new 
example of slipshod, ill-advised, and 
plain wrong decision-making to casti- 
gate, without ever repeating oncscir. 


The worst thing about the British 
Museum-National Library cock-up is 
that there is already a perfectly good, 
cohesive plan in existence, which has 
been rejected for very inadequate 
reasons. It is obviously sensibie to 
have all the Museum’s facilities con- 
centrated together and in a position 
that has the twin merits of being gen- 
erally accessible, and handy to ithe 
University; not only for the benefit of 
the professors and students who will 
be using them, but from a_ town- 
planning point of view. 


It’s not that London is likely to be dis- 
rupted by hordes of intellectuals clog- 
ging traffic and crowding into the 
tubes as they swarm across the city in 
pursuit of a footnote, but chronic 
traffic jams are only the coagulation 
of any number of different journey- 
reasons. A number that could be re- 
duced substantially by creating, as 
“ villages” within the metropolis, cen- 
tres geared for particular pursuits. 
The City, for finance, and Warcour 
Street, for the film industry, are ob- 
vious, more or less spontaneous exam- 
ples. Bloomsbury is another, rather 
more premeditated, and it ought to 
be an axiom of planning to encourage 
ay cohesiveness rather than blow it 
to bits. 


* * » 


An amazing, fearsome device for 
spreading dysentery, not to mention 
distress and perplexity, is reported 
from America, Mr Thomas Reddin, 
Chief of the Los Angeles police, is 
said to have called for the perfection 
of an electronic laxative, no less; this 
to be used in the control of riots, by 
causing rioters to lose control of their 
bowels. 


Mr Reddin, addressing the Interna- 
tional Association of Chiefs of Police 
in Kansas City, was talking of non- 
lethal devices which can help the po- 
lice make arrests with minimal in- 
jury to the arrested. He observed that 
chemicals which make streets slippery 
are liable - in the hit-and-run guerril- 
la warfare now usual in city riots in 
the USA - to ‘inconvenience police as 
much as demonstrators. “Half the 
officers may wind up on their backs 
from slipping on the same material,” 
he said. I can’t see the results of the 
electronic laxative proving very dif- 
ferent, frankly. Furthermore, [ can 
see it providing those who are not too 
debilitated, and who refuse to be em- 
barrassed by their wayward bowels, 
with a ready supply of projectile mat- 
ter, wherewith to pelt the luckless 
lawmen. 


* * a 


Scenes from Army life (1): Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Colin Mitchell, of the Ar- 
gyll and Sutherland Highlanders in 
Aden, speaking last week of the rival 
NLF and Flosy factions there, said - 
a true professional - “ We are quite 
impartial. We will kill anybody.” 


* * oe 


Scenes from Army life (2): I’m grate- 


ful to Henry Fielding of the Sun, for. 


describing how a field marshal sal- 
utes. Apparently, he does ‘it by hold- 
ing his baton in his left hand, with it 
pushed against his hip and turned 
slightly outwards. “It must,” adds 
Fielding, ‘‘ be quite the campest ges- 
ture in the British Army.” 
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PAUL 
GOODMAN 


Youth 
Inter- 
national ? 


There are two important existing con- 
ditions for an international youth 
politics at present. First, the rapidity 
of change in technology, urbanisation, 
ecology, and the unification of the 
world has been such that the older 
generation has become incompetent; 
it is not at home in the new condi- 
tions, and iits inflexible ideas and 
various ideologies are really disas- 
trous. : 
Second, everywhere the old authority 
structures, whether Western or Rus- 
sian or Eastern, are more rigidly en- 
forced than they were; the processing 
of the young is speeded up; their ex- 
clusion from decision-making is pro- 
longed; and all this must be resisted. 
In any case, the language of youth 
alienation is remarkably similar in 
statements from Berkeley, London, 
Prague, Warsaw, or Madrid; and I 
rather think that, ‘if we had the texts, 
it would sound the same from Peking. 
Now, how can all these young people 
get together politically, as they al- 
ready in fact communicate culturally 
and sympathise spiritually? The fol- 
lowing anecdote shows, alas, that this 
is not so easy. 

Last July I attended an international 
meeting of youth leaders organised 
by the Quaker Friends in Veszprem, 
Hungary. There were 20 young peo- 
ple from Communist states (Russian 
bloc) and 20 from Spain, Italy, France, 
England, Holland, and the United 
States. 

As I had expected, it was clear that 
these young people had more in com- 
mon with one another (a subculture 
of their own and an alienation from 
the incompetence, double-talk, and 
pressuring of the previous genera- 
tion) than they had with their respec- 
tive national allegiances. I thought ‘it 
would be worthwhile to try out an in- 
ternational political action, and I 
picked out the most unexceptionable 
dne possible, to prevent nuclear war. 
So, after the group had passed resolu- 
tions against the United States in 
Vietnam and on behalf of the French 
journalists ‘in Bolivia, I introduced 
the following resolution: 


The USA and USSR are continuing to 
stockpile nuclear bombs and to im- 
prove their systems of delivery. China 
and France are improving their 
bombs. Other nations will join this 
club. Besides, there is rapid develop- 
ment of equally genocidal chemical 
and biological weapons. 


The probability is high that these 
weapons will be used, perhaps within 
the next ten years, whether by calcu- 
lated policy, or accident, or most like- 
ly in some situation of domestic and 
international crisis. 


In such a case of common threat to 
humanity, it is the duty of the young 
of all nations, in self-defence and de- 
fence of humanity, to transcend na- 
tional loyalties and try to force dis- 
armament of these weapons in all na- 
tions possessing them. Whatever the 
rights and wrongs of the political and 
economic quarrels among the nations 
and blocs, there must be a common 
front against the common danger. 


The young of the nations that do not 
possess these weapons could by their 
protest and resistance lead a move- 
ment that might take fire among the 
ue of the Great Powers and force 
a hait. 


As participants in the Quaker Inter- 
national Youth Conference, we feel 
that it is important to form an inter- 
national movement to create pressure 
on the authorities to cease this mad- 
ness, and to find ways of pressuring 
relevant to the situation in each coun- 
try, including political demonstra- 
tions, economic boycott, non-coopera- 
tion, psychological harassment, etc. 


The youth effort must be internation- 
al, with quick communications and 
joint statements, and acts often inter- 
nationally coordinated, so that the 
press of each country cannot easily 
misinterpret the actions in Cold War 
terms. 


This seemed (to me) to be an inno- 
cent proposal. I assured them that if 
we could get 500 picketing in War- 
Saw, we could get 5,000 in Washing- 
ton. But at present, in America or 


OLD POLITICIANS NEVER DIE 


So many people really deteriorate in office. I have known at least 
half a dozen Prime Ministers and Presidents who were, in the 
strict medical sense, insane. I’ve seen one Prime Minister, who I 
knew intimately, who could appear normal when presiding over a 
conference. But when he was alone and had no such stimulus, a 
vacant look would come into his eyes, he would say something 
quite nonsensical, and it was clear to me that he had temporarily 
lost his mind. It would come back with fresh stimuli, but decreas- 


ingly so. 


Lord Salter, as quoted in The Times Diary, November 8. 
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England, after the pacifist crowd 
grows to a certain point, there comes 
the cry, ‘‘ What about Them? ’”’, and 
this is hard to answer when there is 
nothing about Them. 


To those (almost everybody) who 
were interested in wars of national 
liberation, I argued 'that guerrilla for- 
ces would be advantaged by dimini- 
shing big military technology. More 
important, the military industrial in 
the great powers would be weakened. 


Finally, to cajole the Communists, I 
pointed out that this common front 
was not dissimilar to the common 
front against fascism in the thirties, 
that then being the imminent dan- 
ger. (My own opinion, of course, is 
that at present the They and We in 
the world is the Power Structure of 
the world against the people of the 
world.) 


What happened to the proposal? Ex- 
cept for two Maoists from Italy and a 
Trotskyist from England (I shall re- 
turn to these) the young people from 
the West thought that it was quixotic 
but worth trying. The Yugoslavs sup- 
ported it. The young Czechs also were 
for it, intensely: they happened to be 
connected with the free-speech group 
which has since been ostracised in 
Prague. 


From the other Communist countries, 
however, I heard the following: The 
East Germans made the sad com- 
plaint, “ You are right, but we do not 
dare to demonstrate. We have suffer- 


ed too much.” 
The young Hungarian said, ‘‘ Foreign 
policy is the business of the govern- 
ment. If a youth group spontaneously 
initiates a demand on a point of for- 
eign policy, even if it is the govern- 
ment position, it is a subversive act. 
We are patriotic Soviet Hungarians. 


The Poles were apparatchik types 
and accused me of bourgeois idealism 
because I isolated the question of nu- 
clear war from the general context of 
political conflict. 


The Italian Maoists and the English 
Trotskyist were more abusive. They 
said that the present necessity was 
for China to develop its atom bombs, 
and my proposal was divisive and 
(probably deliberately) counter-revol- 
utionary. “It would be better,” they 
said, “ that all mankind be destroyed 
than that 700 million Chinese be dis- 
advan ee for they represent the 
uture.” 


Since there was no unanimity, I tried 
to withdraw the proposal. But one of 
the young Czechs would not allow it, 
and there followed several acrimoni- 
ous days during which he tried to col- 
lect signatures. Finally, the meeting 
adopted the following proposal: to 
establish a Committee of Correspon- 
dence on the subject, address Julian 
Lousada, 6 Rossetti Studios, Flood St, 
London SW3, England. 


That’s where the Youth International 
is at. 


From WIN, UPS 


Norman lles 


‘ONLY A TRACTOR 
HARROWING CLODS’ 


Already the old horse has nodded 

And stumbled into the silent past. 

The smoke from burning couch-grass 

Is rarer, now; as, disembodied, 
Cancerous chemicals contort the weeds. 
Our courting couples park in lanes; 
Where, if they whisper, no one heeds. 
And not one reader now remains 
Conversant with that word “ wight”. 


Dynasties have passed. There, Hardy’s right. 
But, how many centuries? 

The poet of the breaking of the nations 

Did not foresee such transformations. 

Or that war’s annals might enshroud, 

Not individual love-stories, 

But the time of the breaking of the world. 
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BETTY PILKINGTON’S UN commentary 


Largely because of China’s absence, 
the United Nations is politically and 
in a sense even constitutionally, in- 
capable of handling the Vietnam is- 
sue. And it is, again, largely because 
of United States opposition over a 
eriod of 17 years that China has 
Books kept out. Yet such is the unre- 
ality and the irony here that it is the 
United States that with heady unc- 
tiousness now professes to be ready 
to use every ounce of her strength to 
involve the UN in a Vietnam peace 
search. 

This at any rate was the impression 
that Ambassador Arthur Goldberg, 
testifying before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, hoped to con- 
vey. But even as he was speaking, his 
ovn aides were acknowledging the 
f:.ct that he had little hope of suc- 
cceding, though this time the (hope- 
fully workable) areas include not just 
the Security Council but the General 
Assembly and even “ informal groups 
or sections of the Secretariat.” 


Mr Goldberg had been asked to ad- 
dress himself specifically to the Mans- 
field proposal, one possible outcome 
of which, theoretically, could be a 
Security Council request for the re- 
convening of the Geneva Conference. 
Here then was clear, undiluted irrele- 
vance: the spectacle of a roster of 
largely high-grade US Senators pro- 
bing the US Ambassador at the UN 
to make sure that he was willing to 
try to get the United Nations to tell 
the United States that she ought to 
approve the reconvening of the Gene- 
va Conference, something that the 
United States, according to Ambassa- 
dor Goldberg’s own testimony that 
very morning, was reputedly already 
willing to do. 


Indeed, for months Secretary Rusk 
has been saying, “I'll go to Geneva 
tonight, if Hanoi will be there! ” Mr 
Goldberg’s disclosure was anything 
but news. Moreover, it was quite irre- 
levant. Every Senator in the hearing- 
room (and Mr Goldberg too) knew 
that Hanoi (like any other self-respec- 
ting government) would never come 
to a conference table while its people 
were being bombed to smithereens. 
Yet nobody had the courage to ask 
Mr Goldberg if he didn’t think it wise 
to remove first of all the one known 
impediment to even the mildest start 
towards peace negotiations, ie. the 
bombing. 

What the United States is doing, 
therefore, is clear enough. She is 
asking for something that she knows 
will not come about: UN involvement 
in the Vietnam issue. It is the familiar 
re-run of earlier diversionary at- 
tempts, but it has the larger build-up 
by appearing to come at the request 
of a concerned Congress, most of 
whose members are pleased at the 
prospects of easing their own con- 
sciences by taking a hand in a “ peace- 
oriented ” move on the Vietnam issue. 
It won’t deceive anyone outside the 
United States; the only danger is that 
it might soothe some people (inside) 


St Christopher School 
Letchworth 


A school community of some 400 
boys and girls (between 5 and 18 
years) and 100 adults practising 
educaction on sane and successful 
modern lines. 


Applications now being 
considered for next year. 


An air of unreality 


into believing that Washington had 
again made a serious peace effort. 


It is hard to believe that this little 
play-within-a-play did not have the 
prior blessing of the White House it- 
self. There is a rumour, still current 
here at the UN, that the United 
States had informally assured Mos- 
cow that she would not bring the 
Vietnam issue to the Security Coun- 
cil again. A wisp of validity in this is 
suggested by the fact that this time 
the United States talks much more 
freely about taking the matter to the 
General Assembly; but with 50 dele- 
gations asking for the cessation of the 
bombing in the course of the General 
Debate, it’s not too likely that these 
same members would now want to 
ask North Vietnam and/or the NLF to 
come to Geneva while they were still 
under merciless American air fire. 
Moreover, the General Assembly can 
only recommend action, not authorise 
it (though a_ sense-of-the-Assembly 
motion, if securable, would have 
some influence, perhaps). 


Two-sided issue 


Some of the East Europeans, in an 
early off-the-cuff appraisal of the new 
US gesture, expressed the fear that 
Washington was angling for a “sSe- 
cond Korean intervention.” But nei- 
ther they nor anybody else really 
thinks that the UN will allow itself to 
be dragged into another such opera- 
tion. It is still trying to extricate it- 
self from the ill-fated acts of 1950. 


In fact, the First or Main Political 


Committee, for the first time in years, 
managed to get the Korean item de- 
bated before the last dim hours of the 
Assembly (the favorite moment, from 
the US point of view, because then if 
by some error North Korea was not 
only invited to attend but accepted, 
she would not have time to arrive 
before adjournment). South Korea, 
enjoying observer status here at the 
UN, is always ready in the wings and 
each year has enjoyed her day in 
court. 


This unilateralism on a clearly two- 
sided issue (the result, incidentally, 
of US ability to deliver a block of 
votes) emasculated the debate on the 
substantive issues: (a) a bid for an 
intensification of the efforts of UN- 
CURK (the UN commission on unifi- 
cation and rehabilitation) made by 
US oriented powers; (b) the dissolu- 
tion of UNCURK, an item sponsored 
by Soviet-oriented and nonaligned 
delegations; and (c) a demand that 
“ all American and other foreign mili- 
tary personnel . . . under the title 
‘United Nations Forces’ should be 
withdrawn...” 


Among the better questions was one 
from the Soviet representative: “If 
South Korea,” he asked, “‘ has indeed 
so many soldiers that the surplus can 
be sent to Vietnam, then why should 
United States soldiers be kept on 
South Korean soil? ” (But as almost 
anyone knows, the South Korean con- 
tingent in Vietnam, supported by US 
dollars, is there to ‘‘ prove” to the 
world that America’s venture in 
south-east Asia has won sizable Asian 


“cooperation.” Turning the coin 
over, 50,000 US troops, along with the 
ROK’s own 600,000 and roughly 500 
Thais, make up the tragically mis- 
named “‘ UN forces.) 


A US report made recently to the 
Security Council has much to say 
about North Korean incursions along 
the border, but is silent on a rather 
startling development hinted at for 
some weeks in the press but cited 
without reservations in the Econoinist 
for October 21: US construction of a 
15-foot wall, concrete-based with iron 
chains, along the vulnerable 18-mile 
sector of the DMZ patrolled by South 
Korea, ‘‘ something like the one in the 
American sector.” 


What the Korean debate and the pro- 
posed US gesture on the Vietnam is- 
sue had (and have) in common is the 
ring of unreality, and this applies 
with equal precision to the recent 
lamentable effort to set up a UN capi- 
tal development fund which, fnlike 
existing ‘institutions of this kind, 
would not operate on a weighted- 
voting formula. Unhappily, the afflu- 
ent industrialised countries, both 
East and West, failed to contribute. 


It could be easily argued, ‘too, that it 
is again a sense of unrcality that has 
been at the heart of the Middle East 
deadlock, on both sides. The mere 
acknowledgment of this fact has been 
one of the few gains of the many 
rounds of private consultations. The 
UN needs right now, above all, to 
mect the real and unpleasant issues 
head-on, regardless of Big Power 
warnings to go slow. 


SOUTH AFRICA ROUNDUP 


Rembrandt group fails 


Hilda Bernstein writes: The attempt 
by South African industrialist Dr An- 
ton Rupert to capture a lucrative 
share of East Africa’s tobacco market 
has failed. 


Fifteen months ago his international 
cigarette chain, Rothman’s, opened 
its 33rd and newest link in Kenya. 
Rothman’s of Pall Mall (Kenya) has 
lost nearly £218,000 in its first year. 
The enterprise may close down, or 
may be taken over by its competitors, 
the British American Tobacco Com- 
pany. 

The failure is attributed both to the 
fact that the BAT Company was too 
well entrenched in the local market, 
and to trade restrictions imposed by 
neighbouring Uganda and Tanzania 
which seriously curtailed Rothman’s 
sales. 


Anton Rupert is one of the apartheid 
Nationalist government’s most suc- 
cessful businessmen. The Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Kenyan government re- 
signed at the time that Rothman’s 
started in Kenya, to take up a post on 
its board of directors. Rothman’s is 
one company marked down by anti- 
apartheid activists for boycott. The 
fact that boycotts can ‘influence South 
African trade is underlined by this 
news item. 


Township evictions 


Proposals that Africans should be 
evicted from their township homes 
if they are out of work for more than 
a month have been attacked by the 
Federated Chamber of Industries ex- 
ecutive council, meeting in Johannes- 
burg. 


Though the proposals are still in draft 
form, to be gazetted by the end of the 
year, a department (of Bantu Admini- 
stration and Development) official, 
Mr F. B. du Randt, claimed that the 
one-month clause was already in oper- 
ation in the majority of townships. It 
did not apply if there was documen- 
tary proof of sickness or incapacity 
to work, but a Cape delegate stated 
that “The bulk of Africans haven’t 
got the courage or the time to seek 
an interview with an official ” (for the 
purpose of putting their case against 
eviction). 


Ninety-five theses 


Ninety-five theses protesting against 
apartheid and Anglican Church polli- 
cies were nailed to the door of St 
George’s Cathedral, Cape Town, on 
the last day of October, fin the man- 
ner of the reformer Martin Luther, 
450 years ago. 


The day was the 450th anniversary of 
the day Luther nailed his famous 95 
Theses to the door of the church at 
Wittenburg in protest against the con- 
troversial sale of indulgences and 
other abuses in the Roman Catholic 
Church of 1517. 


The theses were nailed to the Cape 
Town Cathedral’s door by two white 
men in protest against the racial poli- 
cies of apartheid and against Chris- 
tian acceptance of these policies. 


The action was prompted, they stated, 
by the rejection of three anti-apar- 
theid motions at the Cape diocesan 
synod; the lay representatives who 
were responsible for the rejection 
were later publicly thanked by Prime 
Minister John Vorster. 


The 95 theses for 1967 (prepared by 
young people of a Cape Town parish) 


concerned the doctrine of man’s state, 
that there can be no inequality or 
classification between people, and 
that those who discriminate on 
grounds of race or colour (particular- 
ly the blasphemous assumption that 
God Himself made pigmentation to 
be a sign of inferiority) should beware 
of the judgment of God; that Chris- 
tians cut themselves off from the word 
of judgment and grace iif they toler- 
ate exploitation, injustice, and the 
alienation of man; and that, concern- 
ing the segregation in Anglican chur- 
ches, Sunday schools, and clubs, the 
law of the State which ‘is at variance 
with the will of God is not morally 
binding on Christians. 


Night schools to close 


More than 500 adult Africans will be 
unable to continue their education 
when 10 African night schools in Jo- 
hannesburg are forced to close at the 
end of ‘this year, by order of the De- 
partment of Bantu Administration 
and Development and of Bantu Edu- 
cation. 


One school, run by students of Wit- 
wattersrand University, has been op- 
erating for 24 years and educated 
thousands of Africans from illiteracy 
up to matriculation. The schools must 
close because they contravene the 
Group Areas Act and the Bantu Edu- 
cation Act. The former prohibits any 
coming together of Africans in what 
is designated a “White” area (all 
Johannesburg except for the African 
ghettoes), and the latter states no 
classes shall be held across the colour 
line, and that more than one pupil 
per teacher constitutes a class. 


Government schools will be able to 
place only 130 of the 630 students. 
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DAVE SHIPPER 


Voice of the Arabs 


The Middle East has been a fruitful 
subject of discussion for many years, 
with the recent “ six-day war” natu- 
rally leading to miles of column 
space being used in pro-Arab or pro- 
Israeli argument and counter-argu- 
ment. I have noticed that in all the 
varied views which have been aired 
in this continuing controversy, one 
voice has been conspicuously absent: 
the voice of the Arab working class 
in Britain. 


There are several Arabic and Muslim 
communities in Great Britain, and my 
own city of Cardiff has one of the 
oldest established communities. Car- 
diff’s Arabs number perhaps 800 to 
1,000, but with a proportion of them 
forniing a floating population, the 
best estimate ‘is only intelligent guess- 
work. In any case, most Arab and 
Somali Muslims live around the Mos- 
ques in the Cardiff Dock area, pro- 
perly known as Butetown, but some- 
times retaining the old nickname, 
“Tiger Bay.” 

As secretary of Cardiff Inter-Racial 
Council, I know most of the immi- 
grant groups, and so perhaps have a 
better opportunity than most people 
for sounding out working-class Arab 
thought. The Arabs were content to 
trust me to put their viewpoint fair- 
ly, and after prior discussion I met a 
nominated and representative group 
in a central place ‘in Butetown. 


The group were mostly South Ara- 
bians from Aden and the Yemen. All 
were members both of the Arab Wor- 
kers’ Union (AWU) and of a local 
mosque, orthodox Moslems whose 
Sheikh (who was present) was also 
chairman of the Cardiff branch of the 
AWU. 


Though they were not officially re- 
presenting the AWU, they felt that 
their views would be representative 
of the Union’s views and that they 
were a typical cross-section of any 
Arab community in this country. Our 
meeting took the form of a group ‘n- 
terview, and where English became 
foo restricted a medium of expres- 
sion, Arabic was used, those who were 
fully bilingual translating. 


The group were not given a list of the 
questions that I would ask, and at 
times I took a pro-Israeli stand for 
the purpose of discussion. My own 


views will not be recorded on this 
occasion as the sole idea is to present 
the working-class Arab view. 


My first question was, on which con- 
ditions would they be prepared to re- 
cognise the state of Israel? ‘“‘It is not 
Israel to us,’’ said Hussain, “it is 
Palestine. The Arabs did not create a 
state called Israel.” Though the Uni- 
ted Nations created Israel, Israel 
treated the UN with contempt, ignor- 
ing resolutions as they thought fit. 


I pointed out that Sir Dingle Foot had 
reported that President Nasser iin a 
personal interview had stated that he 
was prepared to start Egyptian/Israe- 
li talks under UN chairmanship be- 
fore a withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from Sinai, and was ready to accept 
an ending of the state of war with Is- 
rael (according to Foot’s own front- 
page article in the Observer, October 
15). He linked the passage of Israeli 
shipping through the Suez canal with 
a solution of the Palestinian Arab re- 
fugee problem, in accordance with 
UN resolutions calling for their re- 
turn or compensation. 


“There can be no compensation,” as- 
serted Moussa. ‘It is a return to their 
rightful homeland. which is needed. 
A man comes along and throws you 
out of your house. Will you not try 
to get back? If he gives you a pound 
note, will you go away? ” There could 
be no question of compensation and 
dispersal among the other Arab lands, 
said the group unanimously. 


I asked what was their view of Ahmed 
Shukhairy, leader of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, who was re- 
ported to have threatened that the 
throat of every man, woman, and 
child in Israel would be cut. 


““Shukhairy is an extremist,’ said 
Omar, “not always taken seriously 
by his fellow-Arabs. But remember 
that an extremist must have a cause 
to be extreme about. The Arabs are 
not butchers, and Jews have lived in 
peace with them in Palestine and 
other Arab lands for many centuries.” 


“Tt is political Zionism as manifested 
in the Israeli state,’ he went on, 
“which created the enmity of the 
Arabs. It ‘is peculiar that a state which 
used napalm and terrorised Arab 
civilians in fact can criticise Shuk- 
hairy’s threats.” 


Arabs had embarked on a “ Jehad”’, 
a Holy War, I said, and were not only 
anti-Israeli, but anti-Jewish. What 
was their comment? “ We are anti- 
Israel, anti-Zionist, anti-imperialist, 
anti-colonialist,’ answered Muham- 
med. “We are not anti-Jewish. The 
Jews have lived with us in our lands 
and found a haven. Often we have 
sheltered them, as ‘in the Middle Ages 
when they fled from Spain to Moroc- 
COM 


Persecution 


What of the present charges of a wave 
of anti-Jewish persecution in the Arab 
lands, I asked? “ Arabs are not all 
political sophisticates,” replied Ah- 
med, “and if anti-Jewish excesses 
have occurred we would deplore 
them. The support of international 
Jewry for Israel and Zionism has ten- 
ded to identify all Jews with Zionism. 
The worst excesses against the Jews 
took place in cultured and civilised 
Christian Europe, not in the Muslim 
Arab lands. Do not ignore the exces- 
ses of the Zionists in enlarging their 
territories by war.” 


I pointed out that as a committed 
anti-fascist and researcher into con- 
temporary racialism, fascism, and 
Nazism, I was satisfied that President 
Nasser employed former German 
Nazis, particularly experts in wea- 
pons research. Did they support such 
employment? 


“Nasser does not employ such men 
because he wants his country to be 
Nazi,’ asserted the Sheikh. ‘‘ He does 
want their technical experience. Does 
not the USA employ Werner von 
Braun, the Nazi’s former rocket ex- 
pert? The Arabs, like people of many 
other nationalities, shed their blood 
in fighting Nazism. As it happens, my 
own father was a merchant seaman 
in the British wartime merchant fleet. 
He was one of the first who gave his 
life in what he thought was the cause 
of freedom. However, in helping to 
win freedom for Europeans, if seems 
that many Arabs lost their own.” 


We must have a recognition of the 
years of persecution of Jewry and 
partievjarly of the Nazi holocaust _in 
world War II, surely, I asked? Did 


Guns at the ready, troops of the Uni- 
ted Arab Republic prepare for any 
possible attack along the UAR-Israel 
borders. 


they concede the right of the Jews to 
a National Home? 


“Why should Arabs concede this 
right?” responded Abdul. ‘“ Palesti- 
nian Jews had a home, an uncontest- 
ed home. But why should a theocrati- 
cally constituted Jewish state have 
been forced on Arabs? Why was the 
state not created in Europe, or in the 
undeveloped areas of Africa, Asia, or 
Australasia? Israel is a Western im- 
perialist base, strategically placed to 
protect Western interests and arrest 
Arab development.” 


The Israelis claimed that Israeli 
Arabs were better off than Arabs iin 
the surrounding lands, I said. What 
was their view? “ You write on South 
Africa,” answered Ibrahim, a keen 
student of Southern African affairs. 
“Do the South African whites not 
claim that their Africans are better 
off than Africans to the North? Does 
the truth of this matter to you? And 
does the truth of the Israeli claim 
matter to us? Man does not live by 
bread alone. The status of non-Jews 
in a Jewish state must automatically 
be the status of second-class citizens. 
If equality exists for all Israeli citi- 
zens, why are the Israelis so intent on 
maintaining a ‘Western’ Jewish 
majority? ” 

Some Israeli Jews (and Arabs) had 
criticised the aggression of their own 
government, I said, in particular, 
members of the Israeli Communist 
Party and the Israeli peace move- 
ment. Did they find this encouraging? 
“Tt is encouraging, but a pity that 
they are not greater in number,” 
said the Sheikh. “Given the present 
wave of xenophobia in Israel, these 
dissenters are very brave. We under- 
stand that they are working for the 
recognition of the state of Israel 
(which we cannot accept in its pre- 
sent form: it is part of Palestine) by 
the Arabs, and for the relaxation of 
tension and cropping of barriers. Ob- 
viously, we have fundamental dis- 
agreements with these Israeli dissen- 
ters; but we do salute their courage 
in criticising their government at a 
time which invites retribution.” 


What did they think of British news- 
paper coverage of the Middle East 
situation, I asked? ‘‘ The mass circula- 
tion papers are completely biased,” 
said Hassan. ‘Israel is a capitalist 
state, and Arabs cannot expect the 
same treatment that Israel is getting. 
The British working class has been 
largely brainwashed by their right- 
wing press. The left-wing weeklies 
have been much fairer in presenting 
both points of view, and we feel that 
they have been favourable to the 
Arabs and recognised the true nature 
of Israel. We are inhibited from wri- 
ting to the newspapers to present our 
point of view, because English is a 
foreign language to us, and also be- 
cause we feel that the mass circula- 
tion press would not give us a hear- 
ing.” 

It had been suggested, I said, that the 
right of return for the Palestinian re- 
fugees could be accompanied by Arab 
recognition of the right of the state 
of Israel] to exist. On this point, the 
unified view of the group was that 
till an effective solution is found to 
the Arab refugee problem, it is illu- 
sory to talk about peace and coexis- 
tence in the Middle East. This was the 
task of the United Nations, and the 
only “solution” that the group con- 
sidered valid was a return to their 
Palestinian homeland by the refugees. 
They were not interested in promises 
of a settlement, some time, some- 
where. Recognition of Israel? Never; 
so long as there was a Jewish religi- 
ous state it would be a discriminatory 
agent of Zionism and Western imperi- 
alist capitalism. In this form there 
could be no recognition. 
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John Downey 


COMING UNMYTHED: LIFE 
IN THE MADHOUSE 


John Downey, an American radical 
connected with the National Confer- 
ence for New Politics, sent this short 
piece of autobiography in response to 
the special “ madness ” issue of Peace 
News (May 19, 1967). As the record 
of one man’s experience in a mental 
hospital, we think it deserves an 
audience. 

My stay in the Danville State Mental 
Hospital was interrupted by moments 
of “sanity” in which I actually felt 
removed from the world outside, 
moments in which I actually thought 
there might be some logic to the jerk- 
head mother-fucking madhouse be- 
yond my bed and green preserve. 
These were the most disturbing as- 
pects of my “nervous breakdown.” 
Otherwise, the experience resides in 
one of the vast excemental back- 
waters of the unconscious, 

Except for something like a bi-labial 
infatuation with ice cream, the unre- 
mitting boredom of a mental hospital 
can break a man’s spirit. One plays 
cat and mouse with the psychiatrist: 
say what he would like you to say and 
you get out. Make no mistake: men 


“When you first arrive at a state- 
supported mental hospital, they order 
you to strip. They then hand you a 
ragged clump of ill-fitting garments 
specifically designated as the uniform 
of the hospital. These garments are 
neither pressed nor adjusted to your 
size...” Left: in a mental institution, 
detail from a photo by Richard Ave- 
don. 


in these institutions have no sym- 
pathy for any kind of non-conformist; 
they regard their patient’s situation 
as the inevitable outcome of an anti- 
social and self-destructive neurosis. 
They do not, at least outwardly, 
question for one moment the premises 
of their culture or the pressures 
which it may bring on those who re- 
fuse to serve it. Nor do they claim 
that all who are released ‘“ readjust ” 
to society. No doubt there are num- 
erous instances of patients commit- 
ting suicide shortly after release from 
hospital; in the case I know of, the 
patient had been released from the 
“ cured” ward. 

The exact reason for my stay in Dan- 
ville is not known to me; I imagine 
that it was for extended treatment of 
acute depression. I had previously 
spent about a month in the Friends 
Psychiatric Hospital outside Phila- 
delphia. This $30-a-day rest home for 
well-heeled hysterics, depressed and 
senile professionals, shaky adoles- 
cents, and privileged morons adjuged 
my condition as serious enough to 
keep me behind locked doors for a 


year. 
After I had been there a while (the 
psychiatrist in charge went on vaca- 
tion during my stay), I was called in 
to face a team of shrinks, including 
the occupational therapist (whom I 
did not consider qualified to pass 
judgement on me or anyone like me). 
This group gazed on me with a rigidi- 
ty of expression and a hardness of 
visage that rivalled those stone 
images which Yeats speaks of, “ stif- 


Marriage and female impotence 


We received this contribution in res- 
ponse to David Holbrook’s article, 
“Sex, Science, and Identity” (Nov- 
ember 10), from a lady who wishes 
to remain anonymous, 
I feel that I must protest against the 
conclusions reached by David Hol- 
brook in his article, “Sex, Science, 
and Identity’. Speaking as a wife and 
mother with inadequate sexual res- 
ponses, I have te agree that my in- 
ability to reach orgasm did not worry 
me in itseiy so much till I had it point- 
ed out. 
But let us not forget that female or- 
gasm has a role to play in conception; 
that it is, in fact, nature’s intention 
that women and men should enjoy 
orgasm simultaneously in order to 
make conception easier. The woman 
who ¢annot or has never learned to 
achieve orgasm ‘is ‘“‘ unnatural”, and 
both she and her family do have a 
price to pay, though she may not 
now of the real cause herself. 
If this instinct is denied in marriage, 
for whatever reason, the woman loses 
sexual interest in her husband; and 
however moral she may be on a con- 
scious level, and however fond of her 
husband, she will begin to look for a 
new sexual partner. This search may 
be, and often is, unsuccessful, but it 
cannot be denied that a sexually dis- 
interested wife does not make for 
marital stability; while an unfaithful 
one may wreck her own and her hus- 
band’s lives, and possibly her lover’s 
life, too. 
The marriage guidance council can 
only say to us, when we have discov- 
ered our inadequacy, that we must 
accept our position, a difficult thing 
to do, when as Holbrook says, the 
problem has then become a focus of 
anxieties of all kinds. The MGC is ‘in 
the position of a physician trying to 
heal a bacterial infection before the 


discovery of penicillin. 

But please, David Holbrook, don’t de- 
cry the efforts of people who are try- 
ing to help us. So little 'is known, and 
so much less disseminated about this 
subject. If boys knew more about in- 
ducing orgasm before they began ex- 
perimenting with sex, I doubt ‘if it 
would make them impotent. But be- 
lieve me, the discovery that you have 
married a woman, whom you have 
come to love during years, who is 
either incapabie of orgasm or sexu- 
ally incompatible with you, is much 
more likely to cause ce and 
sexual frigidity than anything else. 
True, once you have married, and in 
this way failed, it is no comfort to be 
compared to an “orang outang play- 
ing the violin”. But most sensitive 
boys are not “orang outangs” in ot- 
her ways. They can learn. Let us have 
more diagnoses of the causes of im- 
potence in both female and male, and 
more early dissemination of the in- 
formation so obtained. No one would 
turn a boy loose in a chemistry lab 
to find out all about chemistry him- 
self. He is taught, and carries out 
guided experiments of his own. 

In learning to drive a car, the func- 
tion of all ‘the instruments on the 
dashboard and various brakes and 
gear levers, etc, are explained; then 
the student is taught how and when 
to use them, which dials to watch, how 
to listen for the sound of ‘the engine, 
and so on. Why can’t a similar ap- 
proach be made to sexual learning? 
If we are honest, we have ‘to admit 
that most teenagers are sexually ac- 
tive today; but we pretend not to 
know about it, and so deny them the 
benefits of our experience. A young 
girl who reaches sexual maturity, and 
who has intercourse with a boy nice 
enough to want to marry her, will 
often feel that marriage to this boy 


is imperative, even though he may 
not have given her much pleasure. 
She feels that he is doing her a fav- 
our by “making an honest woman of 
her ”, little realising that in not ex- 
perimenting further with her own 
sexual nature, she may be doing him 
a grave disservice. 

We do not say to the poet that he 
must not expose this in his writing; 
then let us not muzzle the scientist. 
The present generation may be diis- 
jllusioned about their own sexual 
capacity if they read the findings of 
the scientists, but the more fresh ait 
that finds its way to this subject, the 
more hope ‘there is that fewer of the 
new generation will suffer from my 
problem. 

You see, ‘“frigidity”’ as you call it, 
and “female impotence” as I prefer 
to call it, is not innate, nor is ‘it al- 
ways incurable. New sexual responses 
can be learned, though it nearly al- 
ways involves changing to a know- 
ledgabie partner. In this, I may say 
that I speak not of my own experi- 
ence but of that of a friend on whose 
word I can rely. The pain this change 
brought on her husband, though, ‘is 
something that anyone would want to 
avoid. 

The feminist ‘in me wants to say that 
David Holbrook is a man (my mar- 
riage guidance councillor was a man 
too), and that men in general will 
ladle out advice to wives of impotent 
husbands by the gallon, but feel ‘that 
a veil is best drawn when advice to 
husbands of “ frigid ” wives is sought. 
Well, maybe when iit has reached that 
Stage he is right, as knowledge stands 
at present. Please let us have better 
sex education (not mere reproductive 
physiology) from experienced, know- 
ledgable adults, and more research so 
that one day they may even be able 
to help “‘incurables ” like me. 


fening to ruin,” in one of his super- 
natural poems. 


The group included my personal psy- 
chiatrist, the one who thought I 
should have been locked up for a 
year. What evidence was there that 
my statements would bring harm to 
others or to myself? None. On one 
occasion, another psychiatrist thought 
he detected a radical form of Christ- 
ianity in my views. Yet he too recom- 
mended internment for a “rest.” 


When you first arrive at a_state- 
supported mental hospital, they order 
you to strip. They then hand you a 
ragged clump of ill fitting garments 
specifically designated as the “ uni- 
form” of the hospital. These gar- 
ments are neither pressed nor adjust- 
ed to your size through the good 
offices of the attendant who gives 
them to you. You take pot luck. 

More desirable togs must be sought 
out by you in one of the hope-forsaken 
storerooms in the main building. You 
store your own possessions in a 
square metallic cubicle, with openings 
on all four sides. Thus your clothing 
is always spilling out into the next 
man’s cubicle. You never know exact- 
ly what to do with your clothes. Any- 
thing sharp must be kept in the 
nurse’s cabinet. 

If you are not hysterical, your first 
night is spent in the lowest, most dis- 
mal ward in the hospital. You cannot 
leave the large room the next day, 
except to eat and, when he decides to 
appear, to see your psychiatrist. In 
my own case, he asked me what I was 
doing there. You are compelled to sit 
for hours watching the patients tor- 
ment each other and crack intermin- 
able jokes about themselves and their 
Situation. Sexual distortion is the 
most persistent characteristic of these 
chortles, jokes, imprecations, and 
epithets. 

One drunken adventurer confided to 
me his doctrine of salvation through 
Selfishness. He noted a mistiness in 
my look, a begrudging acknowledg- 
ment that I might just understand 
what he was saying. Card games go 
on in this low ward, often accom- 
panied by a long monologue from a 
patient who could farm no more and 
was now able to talk about his life 
but not live it. Listening to him, one 
wonders if he was committed for his 
garrulity. 

Ultimately, it is not possible to con- 
vey the depravity and depression-in- 
ducing character of the appearance 
and behaviour of the patients in the 
lowest ward. A person susceptible to 
such influences would be plunged into 
a bottomless, totally incurable depres- 
sion after witnessing such an exhibi- 
tion. I realise that in this writing I 
am only telling you what I saw and 
not showing you or making you feel 
what it was like. That kind of evoca- 
tion is possible in poetry or supreme 
fictions; this is primarily a report. 

It is perhaps easiest to recall the in- 
finity of locked doors in the hospital. 
One would see shadows move freely 
beneath them. “Perhaps they are 
coming to tell me that there has been 
a mistake. They have my clothes, and 
my parents are waiting. I can go 
home. Purgatory has been abolish- 
ed.” But it never happened. One 
must stay and wait for them to de- 
cide. There is no recourse but to meet 
with the doctor and work with him in 
the hospital’s terms. Even as you are 
released, a “ social worker” arranges 
for your post-release sessions at a 
local welfare centre. Never are your 
personal views considered as an im- 
portant part of the “treatment.” All 
the power is on their side. 


Oe ee es 


Medical aid for Vietnam 


banned in Australia 


The Great White Monarchist, Sir Ro- 
bert Gordon Menzies, steadfastly re- 
fused diplomatic ties with Communist 
China, but equally vehemently he re- 
sisted all coercions ‘to strike up for- 
mal diplomatic rapport with General- 
issimo Chiang Kai-shek. Menzies 
thought a one-China foreign policy 
based on Formosa was madness. Holt, 
however, bowed to the DLP. 


Now the legislation sits on the Aus- 
tralian statute books until Australian 
troops are withdrawn from the war. 
Several things stand out about the 
legislation. First of all, eminent law- 
yers both inside and outside parlia- 
ment have pointed out that any pro- 
secutions involving individuals giving 
“aid or succour ” to the enemy could 
have been treated under the Crimes 
Act. This fact seems to clearly demon- 
strate that Holt’s primary motives 
were personally political. 


Second, since the proclamation of the 
Act several students have committed 
violations, but so far no prosecutions 
have been launched. In the final analy- 
sis, it might appear that this red bo- 
gey is no more than a tame koala. 
Lastly, the Australian Labour Party 
supported the measure ‘in principle 
throughout its sorry passage through 
parliament, even though they spoke 
strongly against the actual need for 
the Bill and the serious implications 
that it held for civil liberties. 

The most respectable figure to em- 
erge from the debate was the late 
Senator D. C. Hannaford, who coura- 
geously defied his Liberal Party col- 


leagues and was the only member of 
the Australian parliament to vote ag- 
ainst the Act. (But he died within 
weeks of his action.) 


He said: 


“The course of the debate has 
shown quite clearly to me that the 
measure has been used as a whip- 
ping post for the purpose of a poli- 
tical attack on the Labour Opposi- 
tion and those people including my- 
self who think similarly in regard 
to the Vietnam conflict. For politi- 
cal and unworthy purposes the 
government is using a steamroller 
to crack a nut and the real purpose 
of the Bill is to discredit those peo- 
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from front page 


ple who disagree with the govern- 
ment’s policy on Vietnam.” 


The ageing Tory even had a word of 
consolation for the Labour Party: 


“JT do not blame the Labour Oppo- 
sition for not opposing this legisla- 
tion. It would bring joy to the gov- 
ernment if it could be said that La- 
bour was against giving protection 
to our fighting men in Vietnam. 
“For ever and a day it would be 
used in election campaigns against 
Labour. It would be shouted from 
the rooftops, on the hustings and 
everywhere else. 

“T cannot support legislation which 
‘is not genuine or dinkum.” 


Cups of blood greet Marines 
in lowa draft protest 


On November 1, 125 demonstrators in 
Iowa City, sitting in to prevent re- 
cruitment by US Marines at the State 
University of Iowa, were attacked by 
a large crowd of counter-demonstra- 
tors who were not prevented from 
beating the protesters up, despite the 
presence of civil and campus police. 
The following report describes what 
happened two days later. 

Robin Lauriault writes: In Iowa City 
on November 3, over 50 persons pour- 
ed paper cups of their own blood on 
the steps of the Iowa Memorial Union 
in a solemn ceremony to protest ag- 
ainst the presence of US Marine re- 


DEBRAY IS JAILED 


Regis Debray, the French philosopher, was sentenced last Friday in Camiri, 
Bolivia, to 30 years jail in a military prison for his role in the guerrilla move- 
ment led by Cuban revolutionary Che Guevara. When a Bolivian lawyer who 
was present tried to argue before the court that the proceedings had been 
irregular, the President of the court shouted “This trial has ended ”, and 
brought down his gavel with such vigour that the head broke and flew into 
the first row of spectators. In an interview the day before he was sentenced, 
held in his padlocked confinement room in the military casino in Camiri, 
Debray courageously affirmed that he was morally and politically “ co-respon- 
sible ” with Guevara and the other guerrillas, for which assertion he is to be 
admired; he added too that there was “no equity” in the trial, because his 
defence was not allowed to present his political arguments publicly. Debray 
continued: ‘“ What I will never tolerate is that a political conviction for an 
ideological crime be allowed to stand as a criminal conviction. I am not a 
murderer er a thief”. When he first heard of Debray’s incarceration in 
Bolivia earlier this year, the French writer Jean-Paul Sartre said: “ Regis 
Debray is being held captive and placed on trial in Bolivia not for guerrilla 
activity, but for writing a book [Revolution in the Revolution] which takes 
all the brakes off revolutionary action the world over”. And last Friday, in 
Camiri, Sartre was proved unreservedly correct. 


cruiters on the campus of the State 
University of Iowa. 

Earlier in the day, some 250 persons 
signed their names in blood fo a peti- 
tion to University President Howard 
Bowen, asking him to end university 
complicity with the US government’s 
involvement in Vietnam. Pledges to 
donate blood for the treatment of 
“ victims of the US war machine ”’, in 
the words of one demonstrator, were 
signed at the same time. 

The actual bloodletting took place in 
the basement of a nearby building. 
The volunteer nurses were not per- 
mitted to let the students’ blood, 
Since a doctor was not present. So 
each person inserted a needle into a 
vein in his arm, and dripped his blood 
into a paper cup. One by one the cups 
were carried outside and splashed on- 
to the steps, creating large red pools 
in the path of any recruitee who wish- 
ed to visit the uniformed emissaries 
of death. 

Immediately after the ceremony, ap- 
proximately 500 


the demonstrators two days earlier. 
When they reached the building, 12 
persons were allowed to enter Presi- 
dent Bowen’s office to present the pe- 
tition. The President allowed the 
group to read the first paragraph of 
the petition, and then announced that 
he had to leave for a previous engage- 
ment. 

Several individuals who had schedul- 
ed interviews with the Dow Chemicals 
recruitment team, which had planned 
to visit the Iowa campus, said that 
their interviews were cancelled the 
same day without explanation. (Dow 
makes most of the napalm for milita- 
ry use in Vietnam.) The university 
would not comment. 

Liberation News Service. 


Dow in London 


Renata Prince writes: Dow UK, a sub- 
sidiary of the US Dow Chemical Com- 
pany which manufactures almost all 
the napalm used by US forces in Viet- 
nam, has a stand at the Building Ex- 
hibition being held currently at Olym- 
pia in London. 

A group of people from Hampstead 
have organised a picket of the Dow 
stand which began last Saturday and 
will continue every afternoon (3 - 5 
pm) until November 29. We carry pla- 
cards with photographs and are hand- 
‘ing out a leaflet with facts about na- 
palm. 

Offers of help will be welcome. Phone 
STOP IT, SWI 2419. 


International 
eroup gives out 


WRI leaflet 
in Germany 


A three-day leafleting action by an in- 
ternational team to distribute the 
WRI leaflet, “To American Service- 
men in Europe”, began on November 
15 in Frankfurt, West Germany. 


The team launched the action with a 
press conference. Pietro Pinna, the 
well-known CO from Italy and a mem- 
ber of the International Council of 
the WRI, Fritz Tiller and Jean-Claude 
Petterson of the Swiss WRI, Louis 
Lenglet of Belgium, Masashi Ni, a sur- 
vivor of Hiroshima, and fifteen Ger- 
mans then began the distribution of 
the leaflet in front of two US Army 
barracks and the family quarters of 
US servicemen. 


A short while after the distribution 
started, US military police appeared 
on the scene and rushed’ about in 
great excitement. High officials were 
called. Later the German police also 
came, but left after consultation with 
the US military police and some dis- 
cussion with the team. The distribu- 
tion of the leaflets, nevertheless, con- 
tinued. 
US military police stayed on the spot 
and kept watch on the servicemen 
who obviously had orders not to re- 
ceive any leafiet. Hence it became di- 
fficult for the team to hand out the 
leaflets to soldiers who, if they took 
them, immediately tore and crumpled 
them, trampling on them without 
reading them. They expressed hatred 
and anger ‘towards the team and 
threatened to attack violently. At one 
point, the military police had to pro- 
tect the distributors. 
It was, though, very interesting to 
note that the same servicemen were 
prepared to enter into discussion with 
the leafleting team when the military 
police were not around. 
The action was being organised local- 
ly by the Frankfurt group of the Ver- 
band der Kriegsdienstverweigerer, a 
German section of the War Resisters’ 
International. The distribution of the 
leaflet was also to take place in front 
of the IG Hochhaus, headquarters of 
the American Army in Frankfurt, and 
the American barracks at Hanau. 
from Norbert Winkler. 


New purge 
in Russia 


Roger Barnard writes: According to 
the International Herald Tribune, the 
Russian-language magazine Grani re- 
ported on November 16 that the So- 
viet Union is planning a mass trial of 
intellectuals, perhaps before the end 
of the year, to serve as a warning to 
others. 

Grani, which has contacts in the So- 
viet Union and is often a reliable 
source for the kind of information 
that is kept secret in Russia, said that 
14 would stand trial, most of them 
Leningrad students. Those under ar- 
rest are accused of “organising a 
political conspiracy with ties outside 
the USSR under the guise of philoso- 
phical groups”. The magazine said 
that stiff sentences were expected. 

It has been reported by several non- 
Communist sources that 25 intellec- 
tuals were arrested in Leningrad ear- 
lier this year. Grani said in a state- 
ment on November 17 that 11 of the 
25 have been committed to psychia- 
tric wards or placed under police sur- 
veillance. The other 14 will now stand 
trial. Grani was the first magazine to 
bring many aspects of the trial of wri- 
ters Yuli Daniel and Andrei Sinyav- 
sky to light in the West. 
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Douglas Walford 


Maharishi’s latest yoga 
position: foot in mouth 


Transcendental Meditation came to 
the University of California at Los 
Angeles on September 30 and Octo- 
ber 1 in the person of Maharishi Ma- 
hesh Yogi. However, the Beatles’ fa- 
mous Himalayan guru blew some of 
his believers’ minds during the two 
sessions at Royce Hall. | 

As soon as the Maharishi was seated 
on Saturday night, a student appear- 
ed onstage and commenced ‘to verb- 
ally hassle His Holiness. Immediate- 
ly, several aides attempted to drag 
him away, but the audience protested. 
The student was allowed to leave by 
himself. 

The Maharishi then lectured that if 
one tenth of -the world would medi- 
tate, the world’s vibrations would be 
raised to god-like consciousness and 
war would end. 

The evening ended with a request 
that everyone “dress up ” the follow- 
ing night as a documentary would be 
filmed. 

On Sunday night the Maharishi was 
warm and articulate in relating to the 
assembly the many facts of Transcen- 
dental Meditation and how it can ele- 
vate the consciousness of every man. 
After the lecture, the audience asked 
His Holiness questions. 

“Maharishi, is it true that you told 


the Beatles that the Ban-the-Bomb 
movement was silly? ” 

“Yes, I told them that. We must con- 
cern ourselves with meditation. Be- 
sides, if one country bans the bomb, 
it will then be helpless and defence- 
less.” 

The hall became very quiet and final- 
ly someone asked: 

‘Maharishi, how do you feel about 
the hippies and people who drop out 
of school? ” é 

“Tt is not good to quit school. We 
should stay in school and learn.” 
“Maharishi, many parents don’t ap- 
prove of wierd clothes and long hair, 
but a lot of kids are doing this. What 
are your feelings on this? ” 

“We should obey the parents. They 
know what is best.” 

At this some students appeared to be 
indignant and fired question after 
question to the Guru. 

“Maharishi, there is a great deal of 
opposition to the Vietnam war. Many 
students are under the threat of the 
draft. Should we resist? ” 

“We should obey the elected leaders 
of the country. They are representa- 
tives of the people, and have more 
information at their disposal, and are 
more qualified to make the right de- 
cisions.” 


“ Maharishi, Jesus said that we should 
not kill. What do you say? ” 

“ Jesus meant that we should not kill 
ourselves. Obey the law and meditate, 
and life will be yours.” 

“You are endorsing obedience to the 
law. What if tomorrow Lyndon John- 
son passed a law which made your 
method of meditation illegal. Will you 
continue to meditate, or will you obey 
the law?” 

The Holy Man looked perplexed and 
after an exceptionally long pause 
answered: “I teach Transcendental 
Meditation, and it should be under- 
stood that my opinions are those of a 
layman.” 

A student in the front of the audience 
cried out: “And as a layman you 
have the right to be wrong! ” 

The Maharishi smiled serenely. The 
audience was tense and students be- 
gan walking out. Almost immediately, 
it was announced that the lecture was 
ended and that the Maharishi would 
speak during the week at Berkeley. 
One student commented: “If his opi- 
nions reflect what 20 years of medi- 
tation will do for you, I estimate that 
40 years will raise you to the stature 
of Hitler! ” 


From LA Free Press, UPS 


THEODORE 
ROSZAK’S 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


Dr Lelland Rather of the Stanford 
University School of Medicine, who 
was among the 100 protesters arrest- 
ed with Joan Baez on October 16 for 
committing civil disobedience at the 
Oakland California Army Terminal, 
stopped by Peace News a week ago to 
talk about the demonstration.. Dr 
Rather, who is Professor of Pathology 
and the History of Medicine at Stan- 
ford, was on his way to Liege to read 
a paper at the International Academy 
of the History of Medicine. 

It was interesting to review the de- 
monstration with Dr Rather for two 
reasons. First of all, the simple fact 
that citizens like Dr Rather have re- 
sorted to direct action is an important 
measure of how comprehensive war 
resistance has become in the US. The 
Johnson Administration, of course, 
would like to type its troublesome 
doves as either hairbrained hippies, 
naive adolescents, or some manner 
of subversive robot. 


But here was Dr Rather, a renowned 
author and scholar, certainly one of 
the most cultivated men I’ve ever 
met, talking over his sit-in experience 
on the sidewalk outside the Army 
Terminal and his subsequent impri- 
sonment at the Santa Rita jail. Wash- 
ington continues to play dumb on the 
subject, but it cannot be unaware of 
the fact that the war’s militant oppo- 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Great Britain: 3 months 16s 3d, 6 months 
32s 6d, 1 year 63s. 

Abroad (seamatl): 3 months 15s 9d, 6 months 
31s 6d, 1 year 60s. Add 10s p.a. for pam- 
phiets. 
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North Africa and Middle East: 3 months 16s 6d, 
6 months 32s 6d, 1 year 63s. 

India, Africa and South East Asia: 3 months 
18s 5d, 6 months 36s 10d, 1 year 72s. 

Australia, New Zealand and Far East: 3 months 
20s 7d, 6 months 4is 2d, 1 year 80s. 

North America: $10 a year to Peace News, c/o 
AFSC, 160 North 15th St. Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


nents have grown to include many of 
the country’s most distinguished aca- 
demics, artists, and intellectuals, men 
and women whose maturity and judg- 
ment can scarcely be called frivolous- 
ly into question. 

In fact, the doves’ wings by now ex- 
tend \considerably beyond the left, 
liberal, and academic communities. 
In a plebiscite held in San Francisco 
this month as part of the city elec- 
tions one out of three voters opted 
for immediate withdrawal from the 
war without even waiting for nego- 
tiations. And there is now a Business 
Executives Move for Vietnam Peace 
(the sort of organisation which holds 
its very posh luncheons at very posh 
hotels) that is pressing to have an 
end-the-war proposition placed on the 
California ballot next year. It calls 
for total cessation of bombing and 
negotiations with the NLF. 

Second, Dr Rather was able to throw 
some light on the internal politics of 
the Oakland demonstration. It turns 
out there were two demonstrations 
during the week of the 16th. The first, 
led by Joan Baez on the 16th, was 
committed to an act of non-violent 
civil disobedience which took ‘the 
form of an early morning sitdown in 
the entrance ways of the Army Ter- 
minal. 

This demonstration had been organis- 
ed by the Committee for Draft Resis- 
tance whose chairman, Roy Kepler, 
had, after a deal of trouble, persuad- 
ed several hundred people to distin- 
guish their protest from ‘that sched- 
uled for October 17. The latter, which 
drew much fuller press coverage be- 
cause of its violent character, was 
largely in 'the hands of various black 
nationalist and Maoist groups who 
preferred to be quite vague as to the 
purpose and ‘intentions of their pro- 
test. 

Interestingly enough, while the non- 
violent demonstration led ‘to over 
100 arrests and jail sentences, the 
violent outburst of the next day pro- 
duced only 19; and, strange to say, 


none of the leaders of the more mili-. 


tant groups seemed to be on hand for 
the head-splitting and incarceration. 
The press, as one would imagine, 


pretty much succeeded in blurring’ 


the distinction between the two de- 
monstrations, turning them into one 
prolonged, ugly riot. Violence-minded 


demonstrators come in handy for the 
making of such muddles. And they 
make it much harder for the general 
public to see that ‘there is any way 
compatible with human dignity in 
which to oppose men of power who 
desecrate human dignity. 


One wonders: how many are there 
who would turn out to protest and 
picket, but don’t because they think 
that a “ demonstration ” finally means 
throwing rocks and bottles or upend- 
ing automobiles. Or worse still: let- 
ting a vanguardian of the revolution, 
somewhere at the rear of the mob, 
shout “fascist bastard” over your 
shoulder at the nearest cop just be- 
fore he volunteers you for arrest with 
a comradely shove into the police 
cordon. 


Prentice: “Hound me” 


“YT want to be under pressure,’ Mr 
Reginald Prentice told his audience 
at Oxfam’s National Hunger Lunch on 
October 11. The new Minister for 
Overseas Development was, he said, 
speaking particularly to members of 
local Oxfam groups. 


“JT want ‘to be getting more letters, 
more resolutions saying why ‘isn’t 
Britain doing more? It will be my 
duty, very often, to reply to those let- 
ters in a negative sense, to explain 
why we cannot manage to do ‘this or 
that; but both in the short run and, 
more important, in the long run, the 
kind of effort that we ‘can put into 
helping development throughout the 
world ‘is going to depend on public 
opinion; and ‘this government and 
governments of the future ought to 
be nagged and bullied by those peo- 
ple who really care about these 
things.” 

“T want,” he said, amid cheers and 
applause, “ to live ‘in a world in which 
Ministers of Overseas Development 
are considered to be more important 
than Ministers of Defence.” 


Mr Dennis Healey, Minister of De- 
fence, had entered a few minutes ear- 
lier and stood near the back of the 
Banqueting Hall, listening to the ova- 
tion. “I quite agree,” he said, smiling 
broadly. 

From Oxfam News 


Malcolm Caldwell 


Introducing 
Charlie 


Victor Charlie, by Kuno Knoebl! (Pall 
Mall Press, 42s), 
It’s a pity that this book is so dear. 
Paperbacks have an unfair, if under- 
standable, advantage in a literary 
growth sector as congested as that 
mushrooming about Vietnam, Maybe 
Victor Charlie will yet appear ‘in chea- 
per format. Meantime, I advise read- 
ers of Peace News to make sure that 
this book is ordered for the local li- 
brary. 
Kuno Knoebl is Austrian, and this, as 
the late Bernard Fall points out in his 
introduction, puts him at an immedi- 
ate advantage; he iis as neutral ‘an ob- 
server as you could find. Moreover, 
far from being content with gossip 
in the Caravelle bar and attendance 
at regular US briefings, 'the author 
most courageously and with great ini- 
tiative managed ‘to spend periods in 
action with both the NLF and the 
American forces. Finally, he is an un- 
usually shrewd and perceptive obser- 
ver and recorder of the scene. 
The result is a book of absorbing in- 
terest. As I flip quickly now through 
my own copy, I am reminded that 
while I was reading it hardly a page 
escaped my underlining or marginal 
marking. His experiences with the 
NLF guerrillas enable him to punc- 
ture so many myths, while his neutral 
scepticism shields him from the high- 
powered communal! wish-fulfilling fan- 
tasies of ‘the US side. 
It is ‘impossible to do justice to the 
contents by selecting. But I would 
suggest that Knoebl’s book makes im- 
portant contributions to our under- 
standing of a number of key ‘issues; 
that is, issues that remain ‘the staples 
of Vietnam controversy in the West, 
such as the use of terror by the NLF 
(“. .. ‘the death sentence should be 
imposed only when the community 
approves’... the NLF still avoids 
harming women and children...‘ We 
are not fighting against the people’ 
... The peasants must not be killed’ 
a guerrilla order said’); the origins 
of the guerrilla war (“‘ There were 
many clashes, one so much like the 
other ‘that it is ‘impossible to say the 
war started at any given point,’ he 
said’); American progress and pros- 
pects ‘in the fighting (“. .. to attain 
a 6 to 1 superiority [the generally ac- 
cepted regular army/guerrilla ratio], 
Washington will have ‘to throw an- 
other 2, million GIs into the fight; in 
other words, station practically the 
entire American Army in Vietnam ”’); 
and much else besides. 
You can’t sum up a book like this. My 
advice is to read it, or better still buy 
it. Knoebl ‘is naive in some ways, true; 
but he’s a journalist, not an academic 
analyst of international affairs, With- 
out an adequate theory of the drives 
of US monopoly capitalism, it is hard 
to account for US actions in Vietnam, 
as opposed ‘to reporting them. 
But this book has great value in its 
own right as a straight account, acute- 
ly observant and scrupulously honest. 
He catches the terrible frustrations of 
the Americans, faced with their dedi- 
cated and elusive enemy, in the words 
of this US major: 
“Tf we have to, we’ll kill so many 
that not one will be left... We'll 
pound them till not one damned 
pair of slant eyes is left ’.” 


@ | renounce war and | will never 
® support or sanction another 
This pledge signed by each 
member is the basis of the Peace 
Pledge Union send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters Dick Sheppard 
House 6 Endsleigh Street. WC1 


Letters to 
the Editor 


House arrest 


Bob Overy’s review of Hilda Bern- 
stein’s The World That Was Ours 
(November 10) was good. But ‘in ans- 
wer to his question, “If house arrest 
is so intolerable and inhuman, how 
can any man with respect for himself 
and others consent to so restrict him- 
self?” - he has no other choice! He 
does not consent, he has ‘to obey, he 
is helpless, he is a sort of outlaw and 
looked askance at by former so-called 
‘“‘ friends ”. 

Indeed, Mandela went underground. 
All who openly opposed the govern- 
ment became victims. Alan Paton is 
not restricted, but his passport is con- 
fiscated. As he said once: “I will stay 
here from pure cussedness.” But 
white people cannot go underground. 
And black people under house arrest: 
where can they go? Which country 
will accept them? No, not even Eng- 
land whose thoughtless actions (or 
was it criminal?) in 1910, made the 
present apartheid possible. 

{ have left South Africa myself on a 
one-way exit permit (another victory 
for the present regime!), but to visit 
London on my way through to the 
Netherlands, I had difficulty in getting 
a British visa. 

Now, honestly, apart from the prob- 
lem of means, how many Africans or 
Indians under restriction or house 
arrest would be welcome in Britain? 
All those hundreds? 

Even today, notwithstanding the 
glaring selfishness of British ruling 
power for the whole of the present 
century, not one victim bereft of 
means will be allowed or welcome iin 
your country, other than as a tourist. 
T. Kloppenburg, 

Houtlaan 37, Nymegen, 

The Netherlands. 


British Museum 


For the first time the general public 
learn from the press that the govern- 
ment have taken a decision about the 
fate of the British Museum Reading 
Room Library. This is perhaps scarce- 
ly surprising since even the Trustees 
of the Museum appear to have been 
left in ignorance. 

A matter of this degree of national 
and international importance is not 
one to be arbitrarily settled by minis- 
ters behind closed doors. Nor is it 
even right for Parliament to decide 
without a public enquiry and the 
widest possible publicity in the nation 
as a whole. 

The Museum Reading Room has been 
a place of almost sacred pilgrimage 
for scholars from this country and all 
over the world; a ticket to read is a 
cherished possession. The concept of 
a centre of learning stretching from 
the University complex on the north 
to an extension to the south was ima- 
ginative and in keeping with a great 
tradition that is worth preserving. 
Residents and shopkeepers would be 
displaced? Is it likely that bookshops 
and publishers would remain if the 
library goes? The section south of the 
Museum is nondescript and on the 
whole lacking in elegance, whereas 
commercial developers have been al- 
lowed to devastate other more digni- 
fied areas of Bloomsbury, not to men- 
tion the havoe wrought in Portman 
Square. 

What will happen to the land that has 
been acquired? What guarantee have 
we that it will not pass to more com- 
mercial developers? 

Contempt for the people is increas- 
ingly a feature of this government. 
And their scale of values passes my 
understanding. 

Dora Russell, 

Carn Voel, Porthcurno, 

nr Penzance, Cornwall. 


Terms: Disceunts for 


6d per word, min. 4s, 
series. Box No. 1s extra. Cash with order (not 
stamps please). Adverts to reach 5 Caledonian 


Rd., London, N.i by first post Monday. Box 
No, replies to same address. Displayed advert- 
isements rates on application. 


Coming events 

EX-SERVICE Movement for Peace AGM, Lucas 
Arms, Grays Inn Rd (Kings Cross end). Tomor- 
row, Saturday 25th. 


Personal 


DOCTOR urgently required, two months Viet- 
nam/Cambodia, Non-violent action project. No 
pay. Leave London Dec 23, 1967. Tel: FIT 0547. 


DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex Fether- 
lite i4s 6d dozen. Durex Gold pack 12s dozen. 
Real skins, three for 15s 6d. Dept PN, Personal 
Service, 626 Leeds Road, Dewsbury. 


FREE SPECIMEN COPY of Peace News sent to 
any friend of yours who might be a potential 
reader. Send names and addresses to Circula- 
tion, 5 Caledonian Rd, London Ni. 


TYPING - mauscripts, theses ctc. Sue Pottle, 
4c Willow Buildings, Willow Road, NW3. 


WHEN IN A CO-OP SIIOP, quote London Co-op 
number 336943, or send us the dividend check. 
The resulting dividend will be paid into the 
Peace News Fund. Try learning the number. 


WIN A BANNED RECORD: send a slogan for 
the 1968 Greece Anti-Tourist Campaign by De- 
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cember 2 to: N London Group for Restoration 
ae in Greece, c/o 13 Vincent Sq, 


Publication 


CONTACT, a South African liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apar- 
theid and colonialism. 6 months 8s 9d, 12 
months 17s. Box 1979 Cape Town, SA. 


LEAFLETS, POSTERS, a wide range of peace, 
radical and political literature (and any book 
in print) can be obtained through Housmans 
(the Peace News booksellers). Sale or return 
selections for meetings etc (everything arrang- 
ed for you). Write or call: Richard Vaughan, 5 
Caledonian Road, London N1. 


x 


Accommodation 


PEACE NEWS staff members require large com- 
munity house. At least 6 rooms. Nl area. Box 
no 826. 


Wanted 


HELP WITH PEACE NEWS SALES in all parts of 
the country. Why not run a bookstal! with the 
help of our literature manager Richard Vaug- 
han, 5 Caledonian Rd, Nl. 


VOLUNTARY HELPERS at Peace News office, 
every day for Christmas card work (office 
hours) and Wednesday evenings for packing 
Peace News, 5.30 to 8 pm. TER 4473. 


Theatre 


UNITY. EUS 8647. Commemorating 1917: Ar- 
moured Train by Ivanov. Perfs Thu/Fri/Sat and 
Sun at 7.45 pm. Tickets 7s 6d and 5s. 


As this is a free service we reserve the right to 
select fram natices sent in. To make the service 
as complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than first 
post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2, Include date, town, place (hall, street), 
nature of event, speakers, organisers (and 
secretary's address). 


To publicise full details, book a classified or 
displayed advertisement. 


Remember to order copies of Peace News for 
your advertised meeting: Sale or Return. From 
Circulation Dept., 5 Caledonian Road, N.1. 
Registered at the GPO as a newspaper 


24 November, Friday 


BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY. 5 - 10.30 pm. Coun- 
cil Chamber, Students Union. Penal Reform 
Campaign Week. Teach-In: Ivor Cook, Renee 
Short MP, William Wilson MP, Jonathan Steele, 
jain Scarlet. Birmingham University Humanist 
Group. 


SWANSEA. 7.30 pm. Friends Meeting House, St 
Helens Rd. Barnaby Martin on “ Protest has 
failed. What now? "’. 


25 November, Saturday 


BIRMINGHAM 4. 2.30 pm. La Boheme, Aston 
Street, Gosta Green. Full Committee Meeting, 
West Midlands C100. ‘‘ Has the West Midlands 
C100 a Future? ”’ 


BRISTOL. Mornings. Queens Road. On _ sale 
Peace News and peace books. Helpers welcom- 
ed. Chris Shellard. 


OXFORD. 2 - 6 pm. Summertown congregational 
Hail, Banbury Road. Christmas Bazaar, Oxford 
Aid for Children in Vietnam. 


SOMERSET. 3 - 
Bridgewater. 
Sale. 


SOUTHEND-ON-SEA. 2 - 5 pm. Labour Hall. 
Continuous peace film showings. CND. 


26 November, Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm. “ Salutation "’ Snow Hill. 
Jazz Club, all profits to CND. 


BRISTOL DOWNS. 3 pm. Speakers Corner, CND 
and PPU speakers. 


LONDON W1. 12 noon. Upper Brook St. March 
from Greek Embassy to Home _ Secretary’s 
house, Notting Hill. Picket until 2 pm. Save 
Greece Now. 


LONDON NWS3. 7.30 pm. ‘‘ Bird-in-Hand ’’ High 
St, Hampstead (1 min. Hampstead tube). Ce- 
Gric Thornberry on Greece (if he’s back). 
North London Group for the Restoration of 
Democracy in Greece. 


27 November, Monday 


BIRMINGHAM. 7.30 pm. The Foyer, Dr Johnson 
House, Bull Street. ‘‘ The Children in Saigon ’’. 
Dr Barbara Evans, just back from a year there. 
Slides. Women for Peace. 


5 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Annual Christmas Bring & Buy 


LONDON WC1. 12.30 to 2 pm. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square. International Affairs Lunches, 
“Spotlight on World Affairs *’. Mr Adrian Co- 
hen on ‘“‘ Jerusalem Now ’’. NPC. 


LONDON WI1 7 pm. Flat 4, Clarendon Road. 
Notting Hill Anarchist Group. Details: John 
Bennett above address. 


LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street. Iain Scarlet, Founder Edi- 
tor of ‘‘ Linkup '’, a journal to link both pri- 
soners and prison workers with the outside 
world. ‘‘ Linkup: Prison aftercare.’’ PPU. 


28 November, Tuesday 
LONDON NW6. 8 pm. 16 Kilburn House, Mal- 
vern Place, Kilburn. Anarchist Group. 

29 November, Wednesday 


LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. 6 Endsleigh St, Lon- 
don C100 working group. 


LONDON WC2. 1 pm. Westminster Friends Meet- 
ing House, 52 St Martins Lane. Myrtle Solomon 
on the Israeli/Arab question. Tea and sand- 
wiches from 12.30. WILPF. 


30 November, Thursday 


HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bell Inn, Lowgate. ‘‘ The 
Freedom [Folk’’. Folksong, ballads, blues and 
poetry. 


LONDON SW4. 7.30 pm. 14 Clapham Court, 
Kings Avenue, (Acre Lane end.) South West 
London Libertarians. 


1 December, Friday 


LONDON WC2. 2.30 pm. St Martin-in-the-Felds. 
Memorial service for Stuart Morris, PPU. 


CHRISTIAN Di 
ACTION ii 


A public meeting to mark the twenty- 
first birthday of Christian Action 


Speakers: The Earl of Longford 
(Lord Privy Seal), Lord Macleod of 
Fuinary, Sue Ryder. 


Chairman: Canon L. John Collins 
Assembly Hall, Church House, West- 
niinster, SW1. 


Thursday, December 7 at 7 pm. 


A limited number of reserved seats 
will be available at 2s 6d each. Tickets 
from Christian Action, 2 Amen Court, 
London EC4. (01-606 6123.) 


National Peace Council 


International 
Affairs Lunches 


SPOTLIGHT ON 
WORLD AFFAIRS 


Inauguration of new series by 
the Chairman of the NPC Executive 


Mr ADRIAN COHEN 
who will speak on: 
JERUSALEM NOW 


Monday, November 27, 1967 
12.30 to 2 pm (address at 1 pm) 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, WC1. 


Sandwiches and drinks available at a 
small charge. NEXT MEETING: De- 
cember 15, at Conway Hall. 


Now available 


Peace 
Diary 
1968 


Housmans international diary with its 
most useful 64 page world directory 
of peace and progressive organisa- 
tions, periodicals, research centres 
etc; much detailed information; 16 
pages World Maps in colour and usual 
diary features. Attractive leather 
cloth binding in various colours. 


Day-to-a-page edition 8s 6d (post 
8d) 


Six for 45s post free 
Week-to-two-pages edition 5s (post 
6d) 

Six for 25s post free 
Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, N1. 


(Orders already received are being 
despatched as speedily as possible). 


| 


VIETNAM: National Petition 


We deplore the continuation of warfare in Vietnam. 


We believe that however the blame has to be apportioned for the out- 
break of hostilities, the initiative to end them ought to be taken by the 


USA. 


We urge the USA to cease its programme of bombing and to do so uni- 
laterally without requiring any reciprocal action on the part of the Viet 


Cong or Hanoi. 


This National Petition was drawn up by Lord Soper for the International 
Committee of Conscience on Vietnam. Please use this text. Return date for 
signed petitions now extended to November 30. 


Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
9 Coombe Road, 
New Malden, Surrey. 


at one third of selling price 


A selection of 72 artistic and colourful designs: international peace, Nativity 
and festive themes, on which 8d or more in every shilling on quantity orders 
is yours for fundraising or personal use. 


POST FREE 
SAMPLES 


CHRISTMAS 


SEND FOR N 


Full selection (as above) for 18s 9d; 
6 specimens for 2s; or send s.a.e. for lists. 


CARDS 


18 beautiful new designs for 10s 
Endsleigh Cards (all profits te Peace News), 5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 
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Volunteers for ISRAEL, THE REFUGEES 
AND THE BRITISH PRESS 


Vietnam 
leave Dec 23 


Non-Violent Action in Vietnam will 
be leaving for Cambodia on Decem- 
ber 23. They have raised so far £6,000; 
enough to finance return flights to 
and from Pnomh Penh for 25 people. 
The volunteers urgently wish to have 
a doctor join them. The group, who 
hope to associate themselves with ‘the 
Vietnamese people in their suffering 
under US bombing, also have vacan- 
cies for another four or five people. 
Permission to enter Cambodia has so 
far not been granted, and neither has 
there been a reply from Hanoi. But 
Roger Moody, secretary of the group, 
is confident that they will get at least 
as far as Thailand, and believes that 
North Vietnam is increasingly sym- 
pathetic to their intended action. 

The volunteers hope to stay in North 
Vietnam for a minimum of two 
months, though two well-known fig- 
ures, Archbishop Roberts and Gwyn- 
for Evans, will be unable to stay for 
the full period. The address of Non- 
Violent Action ‘in Vietnam is 1 Grove 
Lodge, Hampstead Lane, London N6. 


PROPAGANDA 
FOR GREECE? 


The Editor, 

In response to the “ Guardian’s ” call 
for further demonstrations against 
the fascist regime, the Greek consu- 
late in Glasgow was broken into and 
the coat of arms taken; a swastika was 
applied and the result photographed 
(above). 


The plaque is now in London to be 
used for propaganda purposes. 


Save Greece Now (Glasgow Group). 


Bob Overy writes: This photo and 
letter reached Peace News last week. 
It is depressing that the action of 
breaking into the consulate will have 
been encouraged by last April’s inva- 
sion by more than 50 people of the 
Embassy in London. 


The dividing line between non-violent 
direct action which seeks to confront 
and persuade, and direct action which 
seeks to harass and offend, is, on the 
surface, very slight. No doubt both 
actions will encourage the resistance 
movement in Greece. 

For propaganda purposes in ‘this 
country, though, and with the purpose 
of trying to build a radical peace 
movement in Britain, it would be in- 
teresting to hear from Save Greece 
Now (Glasgow) how they think this 
particular action helped. 


extravaganza 


YCND conference party this Saturday, 
November 25 from 7 pm, in the Eus- 
ton Tavern (opposite St Pancras 
Station), London. 
Music Bar 


2s 6d at the door 


Two weeks ago, Peace News publish- 
ed under the heading “ Israeli Troops 
in Refugee Massacre” a statement by 
an Israeli soldier that he had partici- 
pated in the shooting of Arab refu- 
gees on the West Bank of the River 
Jordan. It also carried a report -by an- 
other soldier of how Arab ‘towns in 
areas formerly on the border between 
Israel and Jordan had been bulldozed 
to the ground and refugees left to 
wander and starve. 

Until the Sunday Times published last 
Sunday a long report from its corres- 
pondent, David Holden, bringing to- 
gether reports of military excesses 
from all over Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories, there was no obvious recogni- 
tion from any established quarter that 
some limportant documents had come 
to light. Not only did the press and 
radio fail to mention the statements, 
despite the added prompting of a 
press release from Peace News and 
their simultaneous publication ‘in Pri- 
vate Eye, but the Israeli Embassy 
press office failed even to supply its 
customary letters of refutation. 

A silence descended over the whole 
issue, which left staff-members of 
Peace News, and their contacts who 
had got the material out of Israel, 
hesitant as to what ‘to do next. Clear- 
ly, if we were to make public all the 
links between the decision ‘in the of- 
fices of the Israeli newspaper, Ha’- 
olam Hazeh, not to publish the mat- 
erial and its arrival at the offices of 
Peace News and Private Eye, this 
would rule out the possibility of fur- 
ther information getting out from this 
source. 

It was because the Israeli government 
is so sensitive to its press image 
abroad, particularly in Britain, and 


because we are quite satisfied that the 
statements are true, that Peace News 
published the material. Hopefully, the 
knowledge that news of Israeli mili- 
tary excesses will find space and pro- 
minence in British publications may 
persuade Israel to be more humane ‘in 
the way it treats Arab refugees in the 
territory under its control. 

In his curiously apologetic article in 
the Sunday Times, David Holden con- 
firmed the second statement that 
Peace News published, from Amos 
Kenan, that three Arab villages in the 
Latrun area had been destroyed in 
“ border-straightening.” His report 
also mentioned that “‘it seems to be 
generally accepted that about 200 
Arabs have been shot in attempting 
night crossings to the West Bank.” 
We may guess that this refers to the 
sort of incident which was described 
in the statement from an Israeli sol- 
dier about the shooting of refugees, 
which Peace News published on its 
front page. 

However, at least as significant as the 
seeming confirmation of the Peace 
News statements was the reticence 
with which the Sunday Times presen- 
ted its material. ‘‘ Military occupa- 
tions are apt to be nasty for the occu- 
pied”’ was the headline, quoting an 
Israeli official, which implies that the 
excesses described are to be expected 
after a war, and perhaps to be toler- 
ated. ‘‘ Men are still men, not angels,” 
in the Holy Land, said Holden in con- 
clusion, appearing to stress ‘by way of 
apology for his revelations that if only 
Israelis would admit that 'they were 
men and cease pretending to be an- 
gels, then they could be forgiven. 
This sort of apologetic criticism iis in- 
structive because it reveals one ex- 


Christian groups plan ‘holy 
disobedience’ at Ruislip 


Fifty people are expected to take part 
in the ‘act of holy disobedience” at 
South Ruislip USAF Base this Satur- 


ay. 
The action will begin at 11 am on the 
grass verge opposite the entrance to 
the base when an hour will be spent 
in free prayer and meditation. One 
banner will be held facing the base, 
reading: ‘“ Love your enemies, refuse 
to fight in Vietnam”. At noon the 
group will walk slowly and silently 
across the road and block the en- 
trance by kneeling in line between 
the gates. 

The demonstration is organised by 
CHURCH, but strong support iis being 
given by members of both Christian 


News in brief 


Rowen Community has launched an 
appeal for £25,000 to start a new fac- 
tory for peace in Scotland. It is hoped 


Non-Violent Action and the Christian 
Anarchist Group. CHURCH is also re- 
ported to be drawing up a list of 
clergymen who will offer sanctuary 
in their churches to US deserters or 
draft-dodgers, which will then be 
made available to US servicemen. 


Aussie funds 
for Vietnam 


John Quinlem writes: Australians and 
New Zealanders against the Vietnam 
War (ANZAVW) started with a bang 
on Tuesday, November 21, on the sa- 
crosanct soil in London of Australia 
House itself. Sixty members of the 
association suddenly materialised ‘in 
the main hall to collect funds for Me- 
dical Aid for Vietnam and thereby de- 
liberately break on Australian terri- 
tory the Australian Defence Forces 
Protection Act, 1967 (see also front 


to acquire the very mill which Robert page) 


Owen built with his model village at 
New Lanark as the site for the second 
factory for peace in Scotland. 

A memorial meeting for Stuart Mor- 
ris, to which all who knew him are in- 
vited, will be held on Friday, Decem- 
ber 1, at 2.30 pm at St Martin-in-the- 
Fields, London. 

A symposium of the Conflict Research 
Society will be held at the Gustave 
Tuck Theatre, University College Lon- 
don, Gower St, SWI, this Saturday, 
November 25, at 2.30 pm. Subject: 
“The Politics of Research into Peace 
and War.” 

The Association for the Prevention of 
Addiction Youth Action Group will 
hold a meeting for those interested at 
St Anne’s House, Dean St, London, 
this Saturday, November 25. 


age). 
Thirty-six pounds were collected, a 
very small proportion of normal visi- 
tors who came to read the newspapers 
and pick up mail having contributed. 
After an hour, with some prompting 
from the police, ANZAVW marched 
fin high spirits with the collection to 
the Medical Aid to Vietnam premises 
close by. 

The New Zealanders, a tough commiit- 
ted bunch, have been functioning for 
two years and joined the Australians 
as a body. It ‘is a matter of shame for 
an Australian that these two years 
have gone by in London without an 
organisation of Australian dissent 
from ‘the war. Anyone interested 
please write to the chairman of the 
joint body, John Roberts, at 45 Nor- 
land Square, London W11. 


planation why the British press has 
been so tardy in publishing these re- 
ports. Romantic, pro-Israeli feelings 
are so strong in this country that peo- 
ple are reluctant to accept that yes- 
terday’s victims of brutality can today 
be handing it out. Most newspapers 
are not willing to brave the backlash 
ae comes from any criticism of Is- 
rael. 

It follows, then, that we must congra- 
tulate the Sunday Times for publish- 
ing Holden’s article, but beware of ‘its 
implied remedy. For Israel to be ac- 
cepted as just another nation-state, 
where men are men, would mark 
some considerable success in any cam- 
paign to dent the Israel propaganda 
image, but would not help the plight 
of Arab refugees on the receiving end 
of conventional military brutalities. 
Peace News, of course, does not at- 
tempt to deny ithat crimes are commit- 
ted in war, and by both sides. No 
doubt Israeli Jews could have expec- 
ted little mercy from a victorious 
Arab army. Indeed, it is our conten- 
tion that war itself lis indefensible be- 
cause atrocities to human beings are 
seemingly the inevitable consequence 
of such conflict between nation-states. 
The point is simply that these atroci- 
ties are indefensible. There is no such 
thing as a “clean” war, a ‘‘ limited” 
war, or a “just” war; and 'the world 
should know. BOB OVERY 


Woman fasts 
at Embassy 


Mrs Pat O’Connell has been fasting 
outside the Greek Embassy in Lon- 
don since Wednesday, November 15, 
and will continue there, from 9 to 6 
pm each day, until this Friday, No- 
vember 24. Her protest, she says, is 
directed against the Greek military 
dictatorship, its suppression of oppo- 
sition and torturing of opponents; and 
also against the imprisonment of the 
Embassy Three. P 

Mrs O’Connell was herself jailed in 
Athens for 24 hours in April, 1963, 
when she went with others for the 
marathon peace march. 
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